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The Life of GitBext Sueivon, D. D. Archbishop of Cans 
terbury. 


Tus generous and munificent prelate was born July 19, 
1598, at Stanton, in Staffordshire. He was named after his 
godfather, Gilbert Earl of Shrewsbury. In the latter end of 
the year 1613 he was admitted into Trinity college, Oxford ; 
and on November 27, 1617, took the degree of batchelor of 
arts, and that of master on May 28, 1620. He was elected fel- 
low of All Souls in 1622: and about the same time entered into 
holy orders, and became domestic chaplain to Thomas lord Co- 
ventry, keeper of the great seal, who gave him a prebend in 
Gloucester cathedral, into which he was installed February 25, 
1632. His lordship finding Mr. Sheldon a man of parts, re- 
commended him to king Charles I. asa person well versed 
in political affairs. On the 2d of May, 1633, he was presented 
by his majesty to the vicarage of Hackney, in Middlesex ; he 
became also rector of Ickford, in Buckinghamshire ; and arch- 
bishop Laud gave him the rectory of Newington, in Oxford- 
shire. Having proceeded batchelor in divinity November 11, 
1628, he took the degree of doctor in that faculty on June 25, 
1634. In March, 1635, he was elected warden of All Souls 
college, was appointed chaplain to the king, and afterwards be- 
came clerk of the closet. He was also designed by him to. be 
made master of the Savoy-hospital, and dean of Westminster; 
but his séttlement in them was prevented by the civil wars. 
During these he firmly adhered to the king, and was ene of the 
chaplains whom his majesty sent for to attend his commission- 
Vor. 7 48 . 
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ers at the treaty of Uxbridge, in February, 1644. He argued 
there so earnestly in favour of the church of England, as drew 
upon him the envy and resentment of the parliamentarians, 
which they made him afterwards sufficiently feel. In April, 
1646, he attended the king to Oxford, and was witness to the 
remarkable vow made by his majesty.* The 30th of March 
1647, he was ejected from his wardenship of All Souls coilege, 
by the parliamentary visitors, whom he strenuously opposed in 
their picus work, and whom he honestly and boldly informed 
* that he could not with a safe conscience submit to them.” The 
visitors forcibly took possession of his lodgings, April 13, and 
imprisoned him with Dr. Hammond, in Oxford, and elsewhere ; 
tothe end that their high revutation and eminent characters in 
the university might not hinder the intruders and rebels in their 
proceedings, and also to keep them from attending the king at 
the treaty in the Isle of Wight. He remained in confinement 
above six months, and even then the reforming committee set 
him at liberty, October 24, 1648, upon condition that he should 
never come within five miles of Oxford; that he should not go 
to the king in the Isle of Wight ; and that he should give secu- 
rity to appear before them, at fourteen days warning, whenever 
cited. Upon his release, he retired to Snelston, in Derbyshire, 
and among the rest of his friends in Staffordshire and Notting- 
hamshire ; whence, from his own purse, and from collections 
made by him among the royalists, he sent constant supplies of 
money to king Charles II. abroad, and followed his studies and 
devotions until matters tended to a happy restoration. 

When the visitors, with the earl of Pembroke at their head, 
came to All Souls college, in order to dispossess Dr. Sheldon by 
force, the doctor pleaded, in behalf of himself, that their com- 


* I do hereby promise and solemnly vow, in the presence and for the service 
of Almighty God, that if it shall please the Divine Majesty, of his infinite good- 
ness, torestore me to my just kingly rights, and tore-establish me on my throne, 
I will wholly give back to his church all those impropriations which are now held 
by the crown; and what lands svever I do now or should enjoy, which have been 
taken away either from any episcopal see, or any cathedral or collegiate church, 
from any abbey or other religious house. I likewise promise for hereafter to 
hold them from the chureh, under such reasonable fines and rents as shall be set 
down by some conscientious person, whom Raconam to choose with all upright- 
ness of heart, to direct me in this particular. And most humbly beseech God 
to accept of this my vow, and to bless me in the design I have now tn hand, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen. 

Oxtord, April 13, 1646. CHARLES R. 

This is « true copy of the king’s vow, which was preserved thirteen years un- 
der ground by me, Gilbert Sheidon. Appendix to Echard’s England, p. 5. 
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mission did not reach him, because it bore date the 8th of 
March, and authorised them to dispossess those only whom the 
parliament or committee had voted out before. Now the vote 
for his expulsion was not passed till the 30th, which was three 
weeks after the date of their commission. ‘This circumstance 
puzzled the visitors, and occasioned them an hour’s debate : 
but at last Prynn, one of their number, instead of untying,.cut 
the not, by saying, that although the doctor was not within, the 
letter, vet he was within the equity of the commission, and that 
the parliament was not to be fooled with. Accordingly, upon 
the resolution of this casuist, they proceeded to deprive him of 
his freehold, they struck his name out of the buttery book, and 
ordered him into custody. They then hurried the doctor away 
to prison, in the midst of the people, who, as he passed the 
street, uttered a thousand prayers in his behalf, and implored a 
thousand blessings upon his head. 

Three days after his deprivation the visitors substituted in his 
room one John Palmer, M. B. in direct opposition to the sta- 
tutes of the college. This J. Palmer, the intruder into the war- 
denship, dying March 4, 1659-60, and there being at that time 
a certain prospect of the restoration, Dr. Sheldon became war- 
den again of course, without, however, taking re-possession ; 
and continued so till the January following. He became then 
also possessed of the mastership of the Savoy, which he kept until 
1663. On King Charles II.’s return, he met his majesty at 
Canterbury; and was soon after made dean of the Chapel 
Royal. Upon the translation of bishop Juxon to the archiepis- 
copal see of Canterbury, Dr. Sheldon was advanced. to the 
bishopric of London, and:consecrated October 28, 1660. He 
was likewise sworn a privy counsellor. In 1661 the famous 
conference between some of the episcopal clergy and presbyte- 
rian divines, concerning alterations to be made in the liturgy, 
was held at his lodgings in the Savoy. 

His conduct there, and afterwards, is blamed by the presby- 
terians ; but a person so highly provoked, and so very much in- 
jured as he had been by that party, might be excused if he even 
betrayed a want of calmness about matters which he deemed of 
the utmost importance. And yet, after all, there is nothing laid 
to his charge but that determined resolution which knew how to 
combat difficulties, and that steady firmness which could look, 
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opposition boldly in the face. In two imstances, and both im- 
portant ones, he gave ample proof of what has been asserted ; 
and it remains for the candid reader to judge whether he acted 
up to his sacred character, and discharged his professional duty, 
by taking at once a decided step ; when he foresaw that a tem- 
porizing conduct was not likely to produce reconciliation, but 
to keep alive and strengthen the spirit of rancour and animo- 
sity. 

At the first meeting of the commissioners concerning altera- 
tions to be made in the liturgy, in his own lodgings in the Savoy, 
bishop Sheldon told the presbyterian divines, ‘* That not the 
bishops, but they, had been seekers of the conference, and de- 
' sired alterations in the liturgy ; therefore there was nothing to 
be done till they had brought in all they had to say against it in 
writing, and all the additional forms and alterations which they 
desired.” One general view of their objections he conceived to 
be the most obvious method to settle all disputes, and better cal- 
culated to facilitate concord than to dispute and cavil about par- 
ticular parts of the liturgy, in a conference, without the assur- 
ance that both parties would agree to certain alterations as they 
proceeded. . 

Upon its being debated in the council, in August, 1662, 
*¢ Whether the act of uniformity should be punctually executed 
on the 24th of that month, or suspended for a while,” bishop 
Sheldon came of his own accord, (for he was not yet called to 
the privy council,) and pleaded for the law, with that sharpness 
of wit, that copious eloquence, and that weight of reason, that 
he did not so much persuade as command the assent of the king, 
the duke, and the council, and all that were present, and almost 
the petitioners themselves, to his opinion. He told them, that 
the suspension of the law came too late ; that by the command 
of that law, he had ejected all who had not obeyed it, in his di- 
ocese, the Sunday before, by which he had so provoked their 
anger and hatred, that “ if they were again restored he should 
not live henceforward in a society of clergy, but in the jaws of 
his enemies ; neither could he dare to contradict a law that was 
passed with so great approbation of all good men, so general a 
consent of parliament, and with so much deliberation. And 
further, that if at that time so sacred a law should be repealed, 
it would expose the lawgiver to the sport and scorn of the fac- 
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tion. And lastly, that the state and church would never be free 
from disorder and disturbance, if factious men could extort 
whatever they desired by their impudence and importunity.”* 
In 1663 Dr. Sheldon was translated to the archbishopric of 
Canterbury, vacant by the death of archbishop Juxon ; and, in 
1667, he was elected chancellor of the university of Oxford. 
On the 31st of July 1669, he resigned the latter situation, and 
retired from public business, with the inward satisfaction of 
having served the university with no common affection, and 
with a munificence almost equal to any of his predecessors. 
During the last years of his life he resided chiefly at his palace 
at Croydon. Having filled the see of Canterbury with great 
honour and reputation for above fourteen years, he died at Lam- 
beth, November 9, 1677, in the eightieth year of his age ; and, 
according to his own direction, was buried in Croydon Church 
in Surry ; where a stately monument was soon after erected to 
his memory, by his nephew and heir Sir Joseph Sheldon, then 
lately lord mayor of London, son of his elder-brother, Ralph 
Sheldon of Stanton. The inscription upon it begins thus ; 


Fortiter & suaviter, 
Hic jacet 
GILBERTUsS SHELDON, 
Antiqua Sheldoniorum famili4, - 
In agro Staffordiensi natus. 
Then, after giving an account of his education and preferment, 
it goes-on thus to his character : 
Vir 
Omnibus negotiis par, omnibus titulis superior : 
In rebus adversis magnus, in prosperis bonus, 
Utriusque fortune dominus. 
Pauperum parens, 
Literatorum patronus, 
Ecclesiz stator. 
De tanto viro 
Pauca dicere non expedit, multa non opus est ; 
Norunt presentes, posteri vix credent. 


* Burnet’s history of his own times. 
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His works of piety and charity were munificent in the high- 
est degree, and will hand his name down to the latest posterity. 
He spent large sums upon his episcopal houses. For instance : 
he paid to the lord Petre, for the purchase of London-house 
in Aldersgate-street, 52001. to serve as a town house to himself 
and successors, in room of his palace, at the north-west corner 
of St. Paul’s church-yard, which had been destroyed by the 
great fire. And he laid out on the repairs of his houses at Ful- 
ham, Lambeth, and Croydon, 45001. He re-built the library at 
Lambeth, and recovered the books belonging to it from the uni- 
versity of Cambridge ; and he enlarged the collection, by seve- 
ral additions which he made to it a+ his own charge. 

But his most sumptuous and consider ble work was the mag- 
nificent theatre at Oxford, erected at his sole expense ; which 
was opened with great solemnity, july 9, 1669. In 1665, dur- 
ing the time of the plague, he continued at Lambeth, notwith- 
standing the extreme danger that threatened him by so doing, 
and with his diffusive charity preserved great numbers alive, 
who would otherwise have perished ; also, by his affecting let- 
ter to all the bishops, he procured great sums to be returned out 
of all parts of his province. 

Besides what he laid out in purchasing London-house, and ree 
pairing his Lpiscopal-house, as mentioned above, he gave to- 
wards repairing St. Paul’s church, before the fire, 2169]. 17s. 
10d. and after the fire 20001. He gave for the augmentation 
of vicarages belonging to his see, 140]. a year, for which he 
abated in his fines, to the value of 1680l. ; and all his leases be- 
ing expired when he was made bishop, upon renewal of them 
he abated in his fines above 16001. more for the augmentation 
of smalllivings. He expended upon the building of the theatre 
of Oxford 14,470]. 11s. 11d. and gave the university 20001. be- 
sides to buy land for keeping it in repair. He gave for the finish- 
ing of All Souls college chapel, and Trinity-chapel, Oxford, 
and for repairing Lichfield cathedral, 4501. In his will he be- 
queathed to pious and charitable uses 15001. Out of which he 
appropriated to All Souls college 3001. to Trinity college 100l. 
both in Oxford, to Canterbury cathedral 100l.; to the poor at 
Lambeth 50]. at Croydon 40]. ; to St. John’s hospital, Canter- 
bury, 100l.; and to that of St. Nicholas, Harbledown, near 
€anterbury, 100], In short, we are assared that from the time, 
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of his being bishop of London to that of his death, it appeared 
in his books of accounts, that upon public, pious, and charitable 
uses, he had bestowed sixty-six thousand pounds.* But. accor- 
ding to others,f he spent in public pious uses, in acts of munifi- 
cence and charity, during his life, and by his last will and testa- 
ment, the sum of seventy-two thousand pounds, as attested by’ 
his treasurer, Ralph Snow,: esq. to whom he left a legacy of 
1000l. ; under this distinguishing style, “To my old and faith- 
ful servant.” 

His character is thus drawn by Dr. Samuel Parker, bishop of 
Oxford, who had been his chaplain.t “ He was a man of un- 
doubted piety; but though he was very assiduous at prayers, 
yet he did not set so great a value upon them as others did, nor 
regarded so much worship, as the use of worship, placing the 
chief point of religion in the practice of a good life. In his 
daily discourse he cautioned those about him not to deceive 
themselves with an half religion, nor to think that divine wor- 
ship was confined within the walls of the church, the principal 
part of it being without doors, and consisting in being conver- 
sant with mankind. If men led an upright, sober, chaste life, 
then, and not till then, they might look upon themselves as re- 
ligious ; otherwise it would signify nothing what form of reli- 
gion had men followed, or to what churth they belonged, There- 
fore, having spoken to this effect, he added, with a kind of ex- 
ultation and joy, ‘ Do well and rejoice.’ His advice to young 
noblemen and gentlemen, who by their parents’ commands re- 
sorted daily to him, was always this ; ‘ Let it be your principal 
care to become honest men, and afterwards be as devout and 
religious as you will: no piety will be of any advantage to your- 
selves, or any body else, unless you are honest and moral men.’ 
He had a great aversion to all pretences to extraordinary piety, 
which covered real dishonesty ; but had a sincere affection for 


those whose religion was attended with integrity of manners. 


“His worthy notions of religion meeting with an excellent 
temper in him, gave him that even tranquillity of mind by which 
he was still himself, and always the same in adversity as well as 
in prosperity ; and neither over-rated nor despised life, nor fear- 
ed nor wished for death; but lived agreeably to himself and 


* Le Neve, Wood’s Ath. + N. Kennett’s Case of Impropriation. 
4 Cenrmentarii. ce rebur stk temperis ; or, history of his own time. 
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others. From this tranquillity of mind naturally arose a cour- 
teous behaviour. His conversation was easy; he never sent 
any man away discontented ; among his domestics he was both 
pleasant and grave ; and governed his family with authority and 
courtesy. His generosity was such, that, besides what he did 
in a private condition, in which he redeemed the family estate 
(which his elder brother had wasted,) for the children of the de- 
ceased ; after he was advanced to the episcopal throne, he laid 
out thirty-seven thousand pounds in works of charity and piety, 
and yet managed his own affairs with such prudence, that he left 
a considerable estate, and a great deal of ready money to his 
heirs ; and, at the same time, pi es crenig to every one of his 
servants a large pension for their lives.” 

With the renowned Chillingworth he was upon a footing of 
the strictest intimacy ; and was the chief means of persuading 


that great man to subscribe the thirty-nine articles of the church 
of England. 








History ofthe Inrricues and Practices of the PuriTans 
against the Cuurcn of ENGLAND. 


[Continued from p. 301, and concluded. } 


On the third of November, 1640, the fatal long parliament, 
which accomplished the ruin of church and state, commenced 
its sittings at Westminster. ‘The Puritans had the majority in 
their interest, and it speedily appeared that a complete overthrow 
of the ecclesiastical establishment was predetermined by the 
leading members of the house of commons. At the very open- 
ing of the session some violent speeches were made against 
episcopacy ; the late canons were voted illegal, and archbishop 
Laud was impeached at the same time as the author of them, 
and for introducing the liturgy, &c. into Scotland. 

The great earl of Strafford was also sent to the Tower, and 
shortly afterwards beheaded, dying, as he said, “ a true somof 
the Church of England, and praying’ for the peace and prospe- 
rity of it.” These were melancholy presages of the miseries 
which followed ; for the king was now without any power, and 
even the house of Peers .was‘overawed by the fierce spirit of 
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the commons. ‘Thhe sectaries assumed an insolent confidence, 
under the connivance, and even protection of the parliament ; 
the factious incendiaries who had been imprisoned for their se- 
ditious conduct, as Prynne, Burton, and Bastwick, were releas- 
ed, and entered London in triumph. Several of the orthodox 
clergy were prosecuted for superstition, false doctrine, and 
bringing in popish ceremonies. 

Before the close of the year, a petition for the abolition of the 
episcopal government was presented to the house of commons 
by alderman Pennington, attended by a numerous rabble; 
which petition was ordered to remain in the hands of the clerk, 
and in February following it was referred to a committee. In 
consequence of the favourable reception which this petition met 
with, the party, flushed with hopes, tried their strength through- 
out the kingdom, and numerous petitions of the same kind 
flowed into the house. The disingenuity which was practised 
to procure names to these addresses is thus related by lord Cla- 
rendon: ‘“ The course was first to prepare a petition, very mo- 
dest and dutiful for the form, and for the matter not very un- 
reasonable, and to communicate it at some public meeting, 
where care was taken that it should be received with approba- 
tion. The subscription of a very few hands filled the paper it- 
self, where the petition was written ; and therefore many more 
sheets were annexed, for the reception of the number, which 
gave all the credit and procured all the countenance to the un- 
dertaking ; when a multitude of hands was procured, the petz- 
tion itself was cut off, and a new one framed, suitable to the de- 
sign in hand, and annexed to the long list of names which were 
subscribed to the former.”* His majesty also, in his speech to 
both houses, January 25, took notice of the same unfair deal- 
ing ; and several of the petitions, in favour of episcopacy, ad- 
duced many instances of this shameful and dishonest practice 
en the part of the Presbyterians. 

But the die was cast: the enemies of the Church had all the 
power in their own hands ; and even those members of parlia- 
ment who were friendly to her interests, had scarcely courage 
enough to speak a word in her behalf. Petitions, indeed, from 
various places, subscribed by persons of rank, learning, and 


* History of the Rebeliion, vol. i. p. 161. 


Von. 7. 49 
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piety, were offered to the parliament in favour of the Church 
government and service, but these were treated with contempt, 
and at length an order passed that no more should be received ; 
while others of an opposite cast, from porters, apprentices, and 
even from women, were treated with the greatest courtesy. 
The first step taken to destroy the episcopal order, was the 
introduction of a bill for depriving the bishops of their seats in 
parliament ; which the Lords rejected, but the Commons were 
resolved that every vote of theirs should be law, and therefore 
they passed the bill again the same session, contrary to the rules 
of parliament. Some temporal lords made a bold stand against 
this daring innovation ; but their resistance was fruitless, and 
the motion was carried. Attempts were made upon the bishops 
to prevail upon them to wave their privilege, and to yield 
up a right which they could not maintain. But they honestly 
refused to renounce that with which they were constitutionally 
entrusted, and to which they had as indisputable a right as any 
of the other peers. ‘lo force their submission, recourse was 
had to the vilest expedients, and the factious leaders of the 
lower house encouraged the London apprentices to assemble 
in Westminster, where they beset the parliament doors, crying 
out, “ No bishops! no popish lords!” And for a further rein- 
forcement, bundles of petitions came up from the counties, 
complaining of the bishops as a common nuisance ; that the 
decay of trade, and the clogging and disappointing of all busi- 
ness in parliament, was occasioned by them. The mob, finding 
that the most outrageous proceedings against the Church party 
would be acceptable to the patriots as they were called, openly 
assaulted the bishops as they were going by water to the house 
of lords. Perceiving that their lives were exposed to the rage 
of asanguinary rabble, and that they could not depend upon 
the parliament for protection, the bishops prudently returned ; 
and having assembled at the lodgings of the archbishop of York, 
there signed a protestation, drawn up by his grace, against all 
acts that should be passed during their absence. This instru- 
ment, which had the names of twelve prelates to it, was pre- 
sented to the king, who gave it to the lord keeper Littleton, by 
whom it was immediately read in the house. The measure, 
though just and legal, was certainly ill-timed, as it gave that op- 
portunity to the commons, for which they had for some time 
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been waiting, to root out the whole episcopal order. No sooner 
was the protestation communicated to them, than it occasioned 
a ferment of ferocious triumph ; and one of the zealots exclaim- 
ed that the finger of God was herein manifest, to bring that to 
pass, which otherwise could not have been compassed. Accord- 
ingly, within an hour, Mr. Glyn went up to the lords with an 
impeachment, and the same evening ten of the bishops weré 
sent to the Tower ; the other two, on account of their age, being 
permitted to remain in their own houses. 

But though counsel was assigned them, and the day of trial 
fixed, the matter was never brought to a hearing ; for their per- 
secutors were sensible that the bishops had done nothing but 
what could be justified by law and precedent. At length eleven 
were admitted to bail; but Wren, bishop of Ely, was most 
cruelly used, being kept in the Tower till the end of the year 
1659, without any charge brought against him. 

And now the ferment (as Collier says) began to boil over, 
the mask was laid aside, and the faction appeared more in their 
colours. Fresh petitions were sent in against the bishop’s votes ; 
but the king stood out some time against the bill, and at last 
signed it at the earnest importunity of the queen, who thought 
that her preservation depended in some measure upon his con- 
sent. 

This was the deadly blow which levelled the Church of Eng- 
land to the dust, and shook the foundations of the throne ; for 
the reformers, flushed with the triumph they had obtained over 
the resolution of the king, were resolved to set no bounds to 
their encroachments. 

All things were now ripened for a civil war. The people 
having been inflamed against the bishops by the speeches of the 
faction in parliament, and by the discourses of the seditious 
lecturers who had usurped the pulpits, were now set on, by the 
same means, to attack the person and authority of the sovereign 
himself. Immense mobs were collected in the city, under the 
very sanction of the magistrates ; arms were distributed to many 
persons, and when the king passed, he was insulted with the 
most virulent language and reproaches. In apprehension for 
his safety, he retired to Hampton Court, and from thence he 
removed to York, where he was attended by several loyal no- 
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blemen and gentry, who came out of all parts of England 
to offer him their services. 

The parliament had anticipated him in preparing for resist- 
ance, which is a plain proof that they were actuated from the 
first by rebellious principles. It was, therefore, time for him 
to arm in his defence. “ With a spirit, activity, and address, 
which neither the one party apprehended, nor the other ex- 
pected, he employed all the advantages which remained to him, 
and roused up his adherents to arms. The resources of this 
prince’s genius increased in proportion to his difficulties ; and 
he never appeared greater than when plunged into the deepest 
perils and distresses.”* 

The bloody standard of rebellion was now hoisted, and all 
the artifices of religious hypocrisy were made use of to make 
the people side with the parliament, whose cause was repre- 
sented as the cause of God. Our limits, however, will not 
permit us to enter into a narration of all the dreadful events of 
the civil war. 

What we have in view, is to show how far the Puritans were 
concerned in exciting the commotions which produced sacri- 
lege and murder, and which terminated in establishing a tyrant 
upon the throne, the footsteps of which were yet covered with 
the blood of a martyred king. 

We have already noticed the rebellious positions of Knox and 
his followers, and with what avidity they were embraced and 
improved upon by the fiery sectaries in the reign of Elizabeth. 
It remains now for us to bring forward proofs that the Puri- 
tans, in this reign, were the actual agitators of those horrid 
scenes which convulsed thése kingdoms for many years. One of 
the first acts of the long parliament was to form what they 
called “* a Committee of Religion;” the chairman of which, 
White, a lawyer, was a most furious bigot against the Church 
and her friends. ‘This committee, in fact, consisted entirely 
of men of that faction, and who were determined, at all events, 
to root out Episcopacy, and to establish the Presbyterian dis- 
cipline. With such a party, therefore, in the house, aided by 
the popular clamour out of it, nothing less could be expected 
than a total destruction of the Church. The bishops were 


* Hame vi. 491. 
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first deprived of their seats in parliament; and, at last, by an 
ordinance of both houses, the order itself was abolished. The 
episcopal lands and revenues were secjuestered to the public use. 
Incredible almost were the ravages made in the cathedrals, un- 
der the pretence of reformation, so early as 1642; and because 
the authority of the pious bishop Hall will hardly be questioned, 
we shall give his account of the manner in which Norwich ca- 
thedral was plundered, as a specimen of the treatment which 
the others experienced from these reformers : 

“ It is no other (saith the good prelate) than tragical to re- 
late the carnage of that furious sacrilege, whereof our eyes and 
ears were the sad witnesses, under the authority and presence of 
Linsey (an alderman,) and Tofts the sheriff, and Greenwood. 
Lord, what work was here, what clattering of glasses, what 
beating down of walls, what tearing up of monuments and pul- 
ling down of seats, what wresting out of irons and brass from 
the windows and graves! what defacing of arms, what demo- 
lishing of curious stone-work that had not any representation in 
the world, but only of the cost of the founder and skill of the 
mason! what tooting and piping upon the destroyed organ pipes, 
and whata hideous triumph on the market day before all the 
country, when in a kind of sacrilegious and profane procession ; 
all the organ pipes, vestments, both copes and surplices, together 
with the leaden cross, which had newly been sawn down from 
before the green-yard pulpit, and the service books and singing 
books, that could be had, were carried to the fire in the market 
place. A lewd wretch walking before the train in his cope trail- 
ing in the dirt, with a service book in his hand, imitating in im- 
pious scorn, the tune, and usurping the words of the Litany used 
formerly in the Church. Near the public cross all these monu- 
ments of idolatry must be sacrificed to the fire, not without 
much ostentation of a zealous joy in discharging ordnance, to 
the cost of some who professed how much they longed to see 
that day. Neither was it any news upon the guild day, to have 
the cathedral, now open on all sides, to be filled with muske- 
teers waiting for the mayor’s return, drinking and tobacconing 
as freely as if it had been turned into an alehouse.”* 

But all this was mild, and even decent, when compared with 


* Bishop Hall’s Hard Measure, p. 63. 
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what many other cathedrals received. It may here be replied, 
perhaps, that such proceedings were the wild outrages of a law- 
less mob, in which the Puritans had no hand. But who gave 
the mob this power? Did not the reforming committee direct 
and sanction these acts, and were they not performed under the 
eye of the magistrates, and even of the preachers, who looked 
upon the whole as the work of godly zeal? 

Indeed, that the clergy of the faction were deeply engaged in 
all this wickedness, cannot well be doubted, after reading what 
lord Clarendon says of them. 

‘** I must not forget, (says he,) though it cannot be remem- 
bered without much horror, that this strange wild-fire among 
the people was not so much and so furiously kindled by the 
breath of the parliament, as of their clergy, who both adminis- 
tered fuel, and blowed the coals in the houses too. These men 
having creeped into, and at last driven all learned and orthodox 
men from the pulpits, had, from the beginning of this parliament, 
under the notion of reformation, and extirpating of Popery, 
infused seditious inclinations into the hearts of men, against the 
present government of the Church, with many libellous invec- 
tives against the State too; but since the raising an army, and 
rejecting the king’s last overture of a treaty, they contained 
themselves within no bounds ; and as freely and without con- 
trol inveighed against the person of the king, as they had be- 
fore against the worst malignant ; profanely and blasphemously 
applying whatsoever had been spoken and declared by God 
himself or the prophets against the most wicked and impious 
kings, to incense and stir up the people against their most gra- 
cious sovereign.” * 

His lordship mentions several passages of scripture which 
were thus profanely applied, one of the most famous of which 
was this: “ Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lard ; curse 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, because they came not to the 
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” T 
This text was adopted by many of the factious preachers, to sti- 
mulate the people to liberal exertions on the side of the parlia- 

ment. 

But the most convincing testimonies of the seditious spirit 


* History, vob. ii. p. 17, 18. t Judges v. 23: 
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of the Puritans at that time, are to be drawn from the sermons 
which were preached by them on public occasions, and printed 
by authority of parliament. From these we shall make a few 
extracts, both as confirming what we have asserted, and-as ex- 
hibiting the true character of those men whom Dr. Calamy and 
others have represented in glowing colours as miracles of ‘piety 
and of suffering, because the principal part of them were eject- 
ed at the restoration from preferments to which they had no 
other right than what usurpation gave them. 

In the first sermon preached before the long parliament, No- 
vember 17, 1640, by the noted Cornelius Burgess, who got pos- 
session of the lands belonging to the deanries of St. Paul’s and 
Wells, we read the following passage : 

“In the story of Asa putting to death his mother Maacha, 
it is said he removed her from being a queen ; because she had 
made an idolina grove, he broke down her idol, and also Maa- 
cha his mother, even her he removed from being queen: although 
a mother, although a queen; yet even her he deprived of her 
dignity. This he did, and this he must do, by virtue of the spe- 
cial command of God himself, even in what relation soever she 
had stood unto him. For soin Deuteronomy xiii. 6. the law 
was: for though she had been nearer than a mother, even the 
wife of his own bosom ; yet if she were an idolator, and should 
entice him secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, she 
must have been put to death, and his hand must have been first 
upon her.” 

The celebrated Edmund Calamy was a leading man of the 
Presbyterian party ; a member of the assembly of divines, and 
afterwards an ejected minister. His loyalty has been much 
boasted of by writers on his side, how truly the following pas- 
sages will evince : 

“« When God begins to build and plant, if that nation do evil, 
God will unbuild what he hath built, and pluck up what he hath 
planted, and repent of the good, &c. For you must know that 
God repents as well of his mercies as of his judgments ; when 
God made Saul king, and he proved stubborn and disobedient, 
he repented that he had made him king.” Sermon before the Com- 
mons, Dec. 22, 1641. 

“ If there be found any amongst you that drive on the de- 
signs of Oxford, (where the king then was,) and are found at 
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Westminster, only to betray their country, the Lord unmask 
such, and the Lord give them repenting hearts: this is to build 
up houses with the blood of three kingdoms ; this is to sell 
your souls for preferment ; and it is just with God, that such 
not only lose their souls, but lose their preferments also, as Ju- 
das that sold his master and hung himself.” Calamy’s Fast Ser- 
mon before the Commons, Oct. 22, 1644. 

It was the same Mr. Calamy, who, preaching before general 
Monk, just after the restoration, had the effrontery, in speak- 
ing of filthy lucre, (as his grandson informs us,) to say, ** Why 
is it called Althy, but because it makes men do base and filthy 
things ? Some men will betray three kingdoms for filthy /ucre’s 
sake.” Saying which he threw his handkerchief, which he usu- 
ally waved while he was preaching, towards the general’s pew.* 

This is a strong intimation that Calamy, instead of regarding 
Monk as the restorer of the constitution, looked upon him as 
the betrayer of his country. 

But, to proceed with our testimonies ; ‘Thomas Brooks, ano- 
ther member of the assembly, and ejected by the act of unifor- 
mity, in a sermon preached before the Commons, just before 
the trial of the king, has this advice: 

“ Right honourable, consider this, those persons, who have 
neglected the execution of justice upon their most implacable 
enemies, when God has given them into their hands ; these God 
has left to perish basely and miserably. (N. B. The king was 
then a prisoner.) See it in Ahab, God gives Benhadad into 


‘ Ahab’s hands: Because thou hast let aman go that 1 had ap- 


pointed to distinction, therefore thy life shall be for his life. So 
concerning Saul’s sparing Agag, he would shift off the com- 
mand, and therefore God shifted him out of the kingdom, when 
he negiected to do justice to an implacable enemy, when God 
had given him into his hands.” 

Thomas Case was a noted preacher, and a member of the as- 
sembly. At the restoration he lost the living of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, Milk-street. Dr. Calamy says of him, that ‘ he was 
a Scripture preacher ; a great man in prayer, and one that 
brought home many souls to God.”t As specimens of his 


* Calamy’s account of cjeeted ministers, Ke. vol. ii. p. 2. second edition. 
t Vol. tt. p. 85. 
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seripture preaching, take the following extracts froma sermon 
preached before the commons, August 22, 1645: 

“ What a sad thing is.it, my brethren, to see our king at the 
head of an army of Babylonians, refusing to be called king of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, choosing rather to be called 
king of Babylon !” 

Again : 

“‘ The parliament takes notice what God doth in breaking the 
power of mighty princes, turned oppressors and tyrants, in mak- 
ing them Cain like, vagabonds, to wander up and down in de- 
sert and hungry places.” 3 

This was truly a christian way of exulting over the wretched 
condition of his lawful sovereign ! 

Mr. Richard Kentish, whom Dr. Calamy calls a “ very wor- 
thy. man,”* and who was ejected at the restoration, exclaims 
thus boldly for the execution of the king, in a sermon before the 
eommons, November 24, 1647: 

“I beseech you (says this gentleman) to be impartial in doing 
justice ; and let not the great flzes (N. B. the spiders had then 
got the king into their power) break through the web, whilst 
the little ones are entangled ; to spare the great birds and de- 
stroy the small, (not so hurtfui,) is no good justice. There are 
many wonder there are no more delinquents called to the bar. 
Take heed you spare not brother Benhadad, (i. e. the King,) lest 
you and the kingdom fare the worse for it; as the prophet told 
Ahab, (1 Kings xx. 42.) Because thou hast let a man go whom 
I had appointed to destruction ; thy life shall go for his life, and 
thy people for his people. I beseech you think of this, and be 
impartial.” 

We shall close our quotations, which might have been swel- 
led into a large volume, with two passages from a sermon 
preached by Dr. John Owen before the commons, the day after 
the murder of the king ; which day those butchers observed as 
a solemn fast. 

** As the flaming sword (says he) turns every way, so God 
can turn it into every thing. To those that cry, Give mea king, 
God can give him in his anger; and from those that cry, Take 


J 


him away, God can take him away in his wrath.” > 


* Vol ii. p. 35- 
Vok. 7. 50 
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And again : 

‘“« When kings turn seducers, they seldom want good store of 
followers. Now, if the blind lead the blind, they shall both fall 
into a ditch ; when kings command unrighteous things, and the 
people suit them with a willing compliance, none doubts but the 
destruction of them both is just and righteous.” 

We remember a clergyman of high calvinistical principles, 
and a great admirer of this ductor’s writings, expressing him- 
self thus: “ I cannot but think that the execution of Charles I. 
Was just, otherwise it would not have had the sanction of such 
aman as Dr. Owen!” This seems to show, that when once 
the religious notions of the Puritans are received, their politi- 
eal ones are at no great distance behind. 

It is true, several of the most eminent Presbyterians did re- 
monstrate against the trial of the king in very bold terms. But 
it is also true, that the same men contributed, at the beginning 
and during the progress of the war, their assistance to the re- 
bellion. When, indeed, they found themselves supplanted by 
the Independents, and that nothing short of the king’s deeth 
was their object, they were struck with horror, and endeavour- 
ed to prevent what they had themselves facilitated. 

There is a remarkable evidence of this in a tract by the cele- 
brated Milton, who had a deep concern in the rebellion, and 
was thoroughly acjuainted with the characters and actions of 
the principal factions of his time. Speaking of the Presbyte- 
rians, he says, “‘ They were most zealous to take arms against 
the king, to divest and disanoimt him of his dignity; nay, to 
curse him in all their sermons and pamphlets over the kingdom, 
whereof there remain numerous monuments still to be pro- 
duced.”* 

The parliament knowing what eminent service was rendered 
to their cause by the Puritan preachers, nominated lecturers of 
that description to many parishes throughout the kingdom. No- 
thing was more frequent in the orders of appointment, than to 
call these men ‘godly, learned, and orthodox ministers,” though 
lord Clarendon gives. them a different character: “ I am confi- 
dent (says he) there was not from the beginning of this parlia- 


* Milton’s Tenure of Kings and Magistrates. See also his life before his 
prose works, p. 24. 
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ment, one orthodox or learned man recommended by them to 
any church in England.”* 

In order to render the regular and loyal clergy odious to the 
people, an infamous pamphlet was published by the committee 
for religion, and licensed by White the chairman, entitled ** The 
first century of scandalous and malignant priests.” The royal- 
ists offered to return the reproach with much more force upon 
the Puritan party ; but the king, who thought that christianity 
itself might suffer in the contest, refused to sanction such an 
undertaking.— Andeven Mr. Baxter condemns this malicious 
act, and says that it only served to afford “sport to the Pa- 
pists.”{ That the Church might be completely reduced to a 
uniformity with the Presbyterian establishment in Scotland, the 
two houses convened, on their own authority, an assembly of 
divines, among whom were several members of both houses. 
A few of the episcopal party were also nominated, to give some 
appearance of impartiality to the design, but none of these at- 
tended, except Dr. Featly, a calvinist, and he was afterwards 
imprisoned for corresponding with archbishop Usher. 

This jumble of a synod, (as Dr. Nicholls justly calls them) 
commonly denominated the Westminster divines, made: their 
first session July 1, 1643; and after much pains, they. set forth 
a catechism for children to learn. But as this was very long, 
principally upon the most abstruse points of calvinistic doctrine, 
it was thought proper to draw up a short one, in which the same 
points being concisely expressed, are obscure and unintelligible. 
They also formed a directory, or a rule of public worship, in 
which all forms of worship, out of disrespect to the liturgy, 
were forbidden; and only some general rules laid down, by 
which young ministers might be instructed how to manage their 
extemporary mode of prayer.§ 

But this assembly was far from being harmonious ; five of 
the members were of the congregational persuasion, afterwards 
called Independents. These men, on the breaking out of the 

rebellion, had returned from Holland, and soon began to gather 
congregations upon their plan in London. They were adverse 
to the Presbyterian discipline, maintaining, that every church or 


* Vol. ii. p. 238. { Cottier, ii, 823. + Life, p. 89. 
§ Deience ef the Church, Intred. p. 53. 
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congregation was independent of any authority whatsoever, con- 
sequently they could not submit to the paro:hial and provincial 
subordinations adopted by the Scotch Kirk, and now admitted 
by the Westminster assembly. Great debates ensued, on these 
aud some other points, between the dissenting brethren (as the 
Independents were called) and the rest of the members. The 
congregational party, however, gained daily influence in the na- 
tion, and in about three vears after they effectually overthrew 
the discipline which gave them so much offence. A few months 
after the meeting of the assembly, the solemn league and cove- 
nant was ordered to be taken throughout the kingdom, which 
brought a terrible persecution upon the loyal clergy... Those who 
refused to comply were turned out of their houses, and not suf- 
fered to compound either for their temporal or real estates. 
Great numbers were forced to quit their livings, which were im- 
mediately filled by the Presbyterians. About a hundred and 
fifteen clergymen were expelled within the bills of mortality, 
most of whom were plundered, and their wives and children 
turned into the streets.* Committees were set up in the differ- 
ent counties, to suspend scandalous ministers and malignants, 
that is,such as were suspected of loyalty, or who refused the 
covenant. Many of the clergy were heavily fined, others com- 
mitted to noisome prisons, and not a few put on board ships in 
the river Thames, where they were refused stools to sit upon, 
or even straw to lie on. Nay, it was more than once proposed 
to send them to the plantations, and even to sell some of them 
to the Algerines. 

It is true that the parliament did by an ordinance empower 
the committees to allow the wives and children of the delin- 
quents, the fifth part of the estate and goods which should be 
seized ; but even this pittance was very seldom paid. 

With all this pretence of reformation and extraordinary sanc- 
tity, an increase of true religion might have been expected. But 
the fact was otherwise. A Presbyterian divine of that time 
informs us, that “ things grew daily worse and worse ; that no 
kind of blasphemy, heresy, and disorder, and confusion, but 
were then to be found among them. Instead of reformation 
(says he) we are grown from one extreme to another ; fallen 


* Collier, ii. p. 329. 
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from Scylla to Charybdis ; from popish innovations, supersti- 
tions, and prelatical tyranny, to damnable heresies, horrible blas- 
phemies, libertinism and fearful anarchy. Our evils are not re- 
moved and cured, but only changed ; one disease and devil hath 
left us, and another as bad is come in his room.”* 

The Presbyterian party now gave way to the Independents, 
and these sided with the army, by whom the king, who had 
been purchased of the Scots for 100,000l. was brought to.a mock 
trial, and sentenced todeath. With acalm and unshaken reso- 
lution did this virtuous monarch resist the authority of the pre- 
tended high court of justice ; with equal fortitude did he pre- 
pare himself for death ; and like a holy martyr did he ascend 
the fatal scaffold, from whence his soul took its flight to Hea- 
ven. 

The character of the king, given by lord Clarendon, and with 
which we shall conclude this history, will not, to any candid 
reader appear exaggerated : “ He was the worthiest gentleman, 
the best master, the best friend, the best husband, the best father, 
and the best Christian, that the age in which he lived produced.” 


—— — 








for the Churchman’s Magazine. 


A View of the Evidences of the Divinity of Christ, in several 
Sermons. By the Rev. Curisropuer E. Gapspen, A. 
assistant Minister of St. Philip's, Charleston. 


Fesus Christ; heis Lord of all.—Acts x. 36. 


[Continued from p. 339, and concluded. } 


‘J HE supposition that Christ is not God militates against his 
piety, his benevolence and humility. The evangelists inform 
us that he declared himself to be God. But even should this 
be denied, it is certain that he was worshipped, and that the titles 
and attributes of divinity were repeatedly assigned to him. 


* Edwards’s Gangrena, Epist. ded. 
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Does he ever disdain these honours? Can the solitary instance 
be produced in which he rebukes those who thus exalted him 
to an equality with God? Yet from one who “ went about do- 
ing good,” who was “lowly in heart,” this friendly admonition 
and that exercise of humility might have been expected. Moses 
(as it has been well observed) went on a mount to die, that he 
might for ever remove his body from the superstition of the Is- 
raelites. John the Baptist, to prevent superstitious honours, de- 
clared, “I am not the Christ,” (John i. 20.) The angel in the 
Revelations, (xxii. 9.) said to St. John who was about to worship 
him, “ Seé thou do it not, for I am thy fellow servant, worship 
God.” Paul and Barnabas, with much earnestness and without 
hesitation, declared to the people who would have deified them, 
““* We also are men of like passions with you.” Is Christ then 
a less faithful servant of heaven than these persons? Would he 
not, to say the least, have shown equal interest in his Master’s 
honour, and zeal in his-Master’s service ? Could he, who, actu- 
ated by an unparalleled benevolence, came on earth to dispel 
the mists of ignorance which overshadowed the moral world, 
have consistently suffered this most fatal of errors to have been 
embraced by mankind? No, my brethren, in such a bosom the 
suggestions of pity and humility could not have been silenced ; 
and were this possible, the voice of humanity would have com- 
manded attention ; love for man would have constrained him 
who in so eminent « degree possessed this virtue, not merely 
notto assert his divinity, but to disdain every divine honour 
which his followers might have attributed to him, lest his silence 
might encourage idolatry. 

To deny our Lord’s divinity, then, is to represent him as 
wanting in humility, pity, and benevolence ; yea, possessed of a 
moral character more impeachable than that of less illustrious 
servants of heaven, indeed, of the very apostles who derived 
their commission from him. One or the other alternative must 
be true. Either our blessed Saviour was ** God over all,” or a 
man who assumed equality with God, and propagated the be- 
lief of his divinity (than which no error could be more fatal) not 
only among strangers. but his own familiar friends. But to 
say that Christ was not God, is not only to question his integrity, 
but his wisdom. © It was the idea that he laid claim to divinity 
which excited against him the bitter persecution of his enemies ; 
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for this they sought to kill him, and for this he was ultimately 
condemned to suffer that capital punishment which history in- 
forms us he actually did suffer. To moderate the venom of his 
enemies, if not to eradicate it, to save his life he had only to 
disdain this idea. When the high priest said, “I adjure thee 
by the living God that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, 
the Son of God,” a single negative would have put a stop tothe 
prosecution, and procured his acquittal. I cannot avoid repeat- 
ing that piety demanded this : the fate of all his dearest friends, 
of a host of martyrs, was involved in the answer. Is it possi- 
ble that a character so unsullied, whose spotless: innocence was 
admitted even by his betrayer, of whom even a prejudiced judge 
declared, “ I find in him no fault at all,” (John xviii. 38.) could 
have been insensible of these motives; could, as it were, of a 
sudden lose sight of those obligations to God and man which 
had undeviatingly influenced his whole life? But even should 
this be conceded, common sense would have irresistibly forced 
him to give this negative if truth had not forbidden it. On the 
supposition, however, that he is not God, truth did forbid it. On 
the contrary, itdemanded it. To admit this then is to admit, cons 
trary to all evidence, that our Lord wanted that common sense 
which belongs to men of the most contracted understandings ; 
worse, I tremble while I say it, it is to say that he died a mar- 
tyr to falsehood, i. e. that he died for affirming that which he 
knew to be false. The annals of human nature furnish not such 
an instance—it can be believed of no man, how much less of 
so excellent a person. But if you deny this, you deny the pre- 
mises on which it is founded ; you of course admit the deity of 
eur Saviour. 

If the doctrine of Christ’s being a creature be irreconcilable 
with particular traits of his character, it isno less so with that 
character taken as a whole. We have but a sketch of the life 
of our blessed Lord ; for, says the evangelist in strong figurative 
language, “ There are also many other things which Jesus did, 
the -which if they should be written every one, I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the books that should be 
written.” The outlines of the pictures, however, are bold ; they 
indicate no common features. His entrance into the world, his 
continuance in it, and his departure from it, were characterized 
by supernatural events. His miraculous birth, his pre-existence, 
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the titles given him in the scriptures, the offices with which he 
was entrusted, his natural and moral qualifications, his deport- 
ment, his conversation, and his actions fully justify the opinion 
that he was God. If any one unacquainted with the scriptures 
were to frame an idea of the deity, profane history authorises 
us to declare that it would in sublimity and correctness fall far 
short of that which our Saviour’s life affords. Is it possible 
that a being should possess the characteristics of God and yet 
be a creature? If not, the doctrine that Christ is not God must 
be abandoned as false and untenable. 

I have to observe, in the last place, that the character of the 
apostles -of our Lord, indeed of his real disciples generally, 
forbids us to suppose that he was not a divine persen. Facts, 
my brethren, fully warrant the assertion, that in all ages the most 
virtuous men have been christians. But on the supposition in 
Question, these men are idolaters, that is, these persons the most 
pious and enlightened (I mean as to moral subjects) of mankind 
have fallen into the gross sin of idolatry ; and this is chargeable 
not to one generation, but to the successive ones which, during 
the long period of 1800 years, have appeared in the world. Be- 
sides we know that this doctrine was peculiarly disagreeable to 
both Jews and Gentiles, and that it was the inculcating of this 
which especially excited their enmity against the christians. 
Stephen died a martyr to this truth. His discourse was pa- 
tiently listened to till he called Christ the just one, a title of di- 
vinity ; then the people “ gnashed on him with their teeth,” and 
he had scarcely asserted his Saviour’s exaltation to the right 
hand of God, when they murdered him. Stoning was the Jew- 
ish punishment for blasphemy ; in inflicting it on Stephen the 
people tacitly charged him with that crime. He was then put 
to death for asserting our Lord’s divinity. Notwithstanding 
this the apostles made it the great subject of their preaching, 
It was the theme of the first sermon which Paul ever preached. 
“ Straightway,” (says St. Luke, Acts ix. 20.) “he preached 
Christ in the synagogue, that he is the Son of God ;” and Peter, 
in his first sermon to the Gentiles, made a digression for the 
purpose of assuring them that “ Jesus Christ is Lord of all.” 
Would these men have thus exposed themselves to persecu- 
tion and death in support of a doctrine which they did not be- 
lieve? Is Stephen to be considered another phenomenon in hu- 
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man nature, as a man voluntarily sacrificing his life rather than 
admit what he knew to be true ? Have we a host of phenomena? 
Are all the martyrs, they who sealed this truth with their blood, 
to be considered such? No; if we suppose the apostles and mar- 
tyrs to have had the least share of common sense, to say nothing 
of their piety and benevolence, we cannot suppose them to have 
been impostors. They are as little chargeable with credulity. 
Thomas gave the strongest evidences of an incredulous mind ; 
the other apostles had less incredulity, but certainly were not 
destitute of it—Our Saviour frequently addresses them, “ O-ve 
of little faith.” How came these persons to admit our Lord’s 
claim to divinity? How can it be accounted for, that men of 
the greatest talents, whose vigour of intellect and discrimination 
of judgment have never been excelled, should be firm belie- 
vers in the deit¢ of Christ? It surely could not have been 
merely because he claimed this? No; but because that claim 
was well supported. Alexander laid claim to divinity, and was 
ridiculed. Mahomet would not venture to say that he was God; 
he declares himself to be only a prophet. Would Moses or 
any other man have been credited in the assumption of deity? 
Is not then the admission of Christ’s deity by so many millions 
of the human race, and by some of the wisest of men, an evi- 
dence of no small weight that he really is God? 

I have now, my brethren, brought to a conclusion my view of 
the evidences of our Lord’s divinity. You will indulge me 
with a brief recapitulation of them. Ithas been argued from ex- 
press declarations of the sacred volume, from the events which 
attended our Lord’s incarnation, from his general deportment, 
the offices with which he was entrusted, especially his mediato- 
rial office, his pre-existence, his freedom from guilt, and the 
glory attributed to him by the prophet Haggai, that he was not 
aman. It has been argued farther from scriptural-assertions, 
from a comparison between his history and that of angels, from 
the fact that angels are represented to be subservient to him, 
that he is not an angel. 

From these two propositions his divinity has been inferred, 
and that doctrine has been shown to be well founded by a variety 
of positive testimony. The titles, attributes, and perfections of 
the Godhead are shown to be assigned to him by the scriptures ; 
they refer the same acts indiscriminately to him and to Ged 
Vor. 7. 51 
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the Father. We find that he exercised powers and claimed a 
homage which are the exclusive prerogatives of deity ; that his 
every prediction, miracles, and instructions bear the common 
stamp of divinity. Lastly, that as a denial of this doctrine leads 
to conclusions the most absurd, impious, and dangerous, it must 
be strictly true, as asserted in the text, that “ Jesus Christ is 
Lord of all.” Surely we have reason to be thankful that the 
evidences of this fundamental doctrine of our holy religion are 
so cogent and so numerous. Let us resolve to adhere to our 
faith without wavering, satisfied with the testimony of scrip- 
ture in favour of our Lord’s divinity ; let us not perplex our- 
selves with the difficulties which human reason might suggest 
against it; let us pity and benevolently endeavour to remove 
those prejudices which cannot yield to testimony of so conclu- 
sive a nature—let us show our gratitude and joy in being free 
from them by a zeal to make a practical use of that most im- 


portant and comfortable truth to the christian—His Saviour is 
“* Lord of all.” 











Directions for Prayer, taken from the Church Catechism and 
Liturgy, by the Right Rev. Thomas Kenn, formerly Bishop 
of Bath and Wells. 


[Continued from p. 347, and concluded. | 


I EARNESTLY beg of God, to make you sensible your- 
selves, and to give you grace to make your children and ser- 
vants sensible also, how necessary and happy, and heavenly a 
duty prayer is, and how many exceeding great and precious 
promises God has made to them that devoutly pray to him; 
and if you are thus sensible, you will not content yourselves 
with morning and evening prayer only, but you will be desirous, 
if you have opportunity, to retire about mid-day, for a few mi- 
nutes, that you may imitate the devotion of holy David, and of 
Daniel, and pray “ three times a day,” (Dan. vi. 10.) and that 
you may not want a help for noontide prayer, the catechism 
shall supply you. 
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Directions for Prayer. 
Prayer at Noon. 


At evening, and at morning, and at noonday will I pray, and 
that instantly : Lord, hear my voice. Psalm lv. 19. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

All love, all glory be to thee, O God the Father, who hast 
first loved us, and hast given thy beloved Son to die for our 
sins, and to rise again for our justification. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness: 
according to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine of- 
fences. 

Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness, and cleanse me 
from my sin. 

Make mea clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me, for the sake of Jesus thy beloved. Amen. 

O Lord God, who seest I am not able of myself to walk in 
thy commandments, and to serve thee ; be pleased to help and 
strengthen me by thy special grace, that I may daily and sin- 
cerely perform my duty towards thee, and my duty towards my 
neighbour, for the sake of Jesus my Saviour. Amen. 

O my God, give me grace to believe in thee, and to love thee 
with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my soul, and with 
all my strength ; to worship thee, to give thee thanks, to put my 
whole trust in thee, to call upon thee, to honour thy holy name, 
and thy word, and to serve thee truly all the days of my life, 
for the sake of Jesus thy beloved. .Amen. 

O my God, give me grace to love my neighbour as myself, 
to do to all men as I would they should do to me; to love, ho- 
nour, and succour my father and mother, (this clause must be 
left out if your father and mother be dead) to honour and obey 
the civil authority; to submit myself to all my governors, 
teachers, spiritual pastors, and masters; to order myself lowly 
and reverently to all my betters; to hurt nobody by word or 
deed; to be true and just. in all my dealings; to bear no malice 
nor hatred in my heart; to keep my hands from picking and 
stealing, and my tongue from evil speaking, lying and slander- 
ing ; to keep my body in temperance, soberness, and chastity ; 
nor to covet or desire other men’s goods, but to learn and la- 
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bour truly to get mine own living, and to do my duty in that 
state of life unto which it has pleased thee to call me, for the 
sake of Jesus thy beloved. Amen. 

Lord, hear me, help mc, pardon my failings, supply all my 
wants, which I sum up in the words of thy beloved Son: 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, &c. 

Instead of these two last prayers, you may sometimes say 
the Ten Commandments, which you may turn into a very good 
prayer, by saying after every one, 

Lord have mercy upon me, and incline my heart to keep this 
law. 

Where you not only beg pardon for the sins you have com- 
mitted against each commandment, but you also beg grace to 
keep it. 

At the end of them you may say, 

Lord have mercy upon me, and write all these thy laws in 
my heart, I beseech thee. 

And so conclude with the Lord’s prayer. 

Do not think that this practice of prayer will be too hard, or 
too long, for young persons, or for labouring people ; for if you 
cannot say them all, say as much as you can; or if you are at 
day-labour, or have not time or convenience to say them, offer 
up to God two or three hearty ejaculations in their place ; but 
if you can get time and convenience, say them all ; and I dare 
assure you that all the three forms of prayer which I commend 
to you, will not in all take up a quarter of an hour ; and certainly 
that person has very little sense of his duty, very little concern 
for his immortal soul, very little honour for God, or value for 
heaven, who will not spend one quarter of an hour in the space 
of four and twenty hours, in the service of God, and the sal- 
vation of his own soul. 

I do by all means exhort you to give your servants a few mi- 
nutes leisure at noon, to pray after your example, and to use 
your children to do the same; for they will soon be able to say 
the Lord’s prayer, and two or three ejaculations ; and teach them 
to say these at noon, as well as at morning and at night; and 
it is incredible to think how much good this practice will do 
them, and what great comfort you yourselves will reap from 
the early devotion of your children. 
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To further this devotion in your children, instead of idle 
tales and songs, which pollute their souls, and when they come 
to be serious, will take them great pains to unlearn, you must 
teach them short Psalms by heart, which will exercise their 
memories and piety both together. As you teach the Psalms 
to your children, I exhort vou to learn them yourselves. 

You cannot imagine the great benefit of learning Psalms by 
heart; for when you are under any temptation, or are in any af- 
fliction, or when you lie waking in the night, or when sick, these 
Psalms will come into your mind; and the devout repeating 
them will yield you most seasonable consolations. 

The very common people, in the first and purest ages of the 
Church, were so sensible of the spiritual advantages of learning 
Psalms, that they learned the whole Psalter by heart, and sung - 
or said the Psalms in their shops, ard at the plough, insomuch 
that St. James makes it the proper expression of Christian mirth 
(James v. 13.) “ If any man be merry, let him sing Psalms.” 

This is the way to store your own and your children’s minds 
with ejaculations, or short prayers for all occasions, which I ad- 
vise both old and young to accustom themselves to, because it 
is the true way of praying without ceasing, and it is a kind of 
prayer more easy, and may be used at any time of the day, or 
in any place, and is one of the most efficacious means in the 
world to keep us in God’s favour, which is of all things most 
desirable. 


Ejaculations. 


At going out, or coming in. 
Lord, bless my going out and coming in, from this time forth 
for evermore. Psalm cxxi. 8. 
i At Meals. 
Lord, grant, that whether I eat or drink, or whateverI do, I 
may do all tothy glory. 1 Cor. x. 31, 


At Work. 


Prosper thou the works of my hands, O Lord; O prosper 
thou my handy work. Psalm xc. 17. 
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In the Shop or Market. 


Lord, give me grace to use this world so as not to abuse it. 
1 Cor. vii. 31. 

Lord, grant that I may never go beyond, or defraud my bro- 
ther in any matter; for thou art the avenger of all such. 1 
Thess. iv. 6. 


ln Temptation or Danger. 


O God, make speed to save me: O Lord, make haste to 
help me. 


At any time of the Day. 


Wherever I am, whatever I do, thou, Lord, seest me: O 
keep me in thy fear all the day long. Prov. xxiii. 17. 

Lord, give me grace to keep always a conscience void of of- 
fence towards thee, and towards men. Acts xxiv. 16. 

Lord, teach me so to number my days, that I may apply my 
heart to wisdom. Psalm xix. 12. 

O let my mouth be filled with thy praise, that I may sing of 
thy glory and honour all the day long. Psalm ]xxi. 7. 

All love, all glory be to thee, O God, who didst first love me. 

Unto him that hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Rev. 1. 5. 

O blessed Spirit, shed abroad the love of God in my heart. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, praise 
his holy name. Psalm ciii. 1. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul; while I live, will I praise the 
Lord ; yea, as long as I have any being, I will sing praises unto 
my God. Psalm cxlvi. 1. 

You that have families, I do further exhort, that besides your 
private prayers, you would offer up to God a morning and even- 
ing sacrifice in your families, and that every one of you would 
take up the holy resolution of Joshua, “ as for me, and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” (Jos. xxiv. 15.) And the prayers 
I advise you to use, are taken out of the Common Prayer, as 
being most familiar, and of greatest authority withal. 

If any of your family are gone abroad to their work before 
the rest can be ready, call that little congregation about you that 


Directions for Prayer. 395 


is‘at home; and you that are present, pray for those that are ab- 
sent; and by this means, those that are absent upon necessary 
employments, will share in the blessings for which you pray. 


Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our 
hearts, be always acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength 
and our Redeemer. 

O God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon us, misera- 
ble sinners. 

O God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon 
us, miserable sinners. 

O God, the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, have mercy upon us miserable sinners. 3 

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons and one 
God, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, mercifully hear our prayers, and 
spare all those who confess their sins unto thee ; that thev, whose 
consciences by sin are accused, by thy merciful pardon may be 
absolved, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves, we give thee humble thanks for thy preserva- 
tion of us this day past, [or this night past] and for all the bles- 
sings thou daily vouchsafest us; and we beseech thee to keep 
us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls, that 
we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to 
the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt 
the soul, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, whose kingdom is everlasting, and power in- 
ftnite, have mercy upon the whole Church, and so rule the 
hearts of ali in authority over us, that they may truly and im- 
partially administer justice, to the punishment of wickedness 
and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true religion and virtue ; 
and grant that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all god- 
liness and honesty, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth ever one God, world withoutend. Amen. 

Unto thy gracious mercy and protection, O Lord, do we com- 
mit ourselves this day, [or this night] and all our relations and 
friends ; Lerd, prosper us in eur callings: Lord, bless us and 
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keep us: Lord, make thy face to shine upon us, and be gracious 
unto-us; Lord, lift up thy countenance upon us, and give us 
peace, both now and evermore, for the sake of Jesus thy be- 
loved, in whose own blessed words we sum up all our wants : 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, &c. 

The same form, changing but one word, is proper for the 
night as well as the morning, to make family prayer the more 
easy to you. 

To your family prayers you may add, as you see occasion, 
one of these following: 

Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of 
faith, hope, and charity ; and that we may obtain that which 
thou dost promise, make us to love that which thou dost com- 
mand, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord, we beseech thee, grant thy people grace to withstand the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil; and with 
pure hearts and minds, to follow thee, the only God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favour, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
holy name ; and finally, by thy mercy obtain everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 7 

These, and the like short prayers, may be said alone in the 
closet, as well as in the family, by changing only the number, 
and for (we) saying all along (1), and for (us) saying (me). As 
for example, when you read any part of the holy scriptyre, ei- 
ther alone, by yourselves, or with your families, both which you 
should do daily if you have leisure ; but if you have not, see 
that you do both on the Lord’s days, and on holy days; and 
before reading, say this prayer : 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we [I] may in such wise 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them ; that 
by patience and comfort of thy holy word, we[{ 1] may embrace, 
and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which’ 
thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

God of his infinite mercy bless these instructions to his 
glory, and to the furtherance of your devotion, through Jesus 
the beloved. Amen. Amen. 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


A Comparison of the Controversy between the Calvinists and the 
Arminians, with the rest of Holy Scripture. . 


3. Of Free-Wills 
(Continued from p. 333.) 


Wuen we come down to the New Testament, there aré 
no passages more prominent than those which describe certain 
persons, as “ enemies of God ;” as “ the children of wra 

as “ sinners ;” and the like. On the principle of comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual, the first of these terms should 
be thought explained by Coloss. i. 21; where it is added—* by 
wicked works:” which shows, that something distinct from 
the condition of birth is the matter intended. But those names, 
as they occur in the epistles of St. Paul, cannot be understood, 


without regard had to the difference of the state of the Gen- © 


tiles, from that of the Jews; and the Apostle’s identifying of 
himself with the former, as their Apostle. Perhaps the most 
remarkable instance of the two principles in connection, is in 
the epistle to the Ephesians; the passages of which, relative to 
the present point, shall be here explained, agreeably to the 
sentiment entertained ; for the purpose of illustrating the pro- 
perty affirmed to belong to the writings of St. Paul. 
Having spoken (chap. i. 10.) of “ the dispensation of the 
fulness of times” in which God was to “ homes together in 
one all things in Christ,” the Apostle adds—* in whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance ;” meaning we Christians of 
the Church of Rome, from whence the epistle was written. 
He goes on soon afterwards (verse 13.) “ in Whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth ;” that is, ye 
Christians of the Church of Ephesus. The Apostla, after dis- 
playing through the whole chapter the excellency of the gospel 
and the dignity of the person of Christ, says, in the first verse 
of the next chapter—‘ And you hath he quickened who were 
dead in trespasses and sins: wherein in time past ye walked, 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince: 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 


children of disobedience.” Then he again brings in the gentile 


Christians of the Church of Rome; still making himself of 
VoL. 7. 52 
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their number—* among whom also we all had our conversation 
in time past, in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind ; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others.” After again celebrating the saving 
grace of the gospel, he tells his Ephesian converts, (verse 11, 
12.) “ Wherefore remember, that ye being in times passed 
gentiles in the flesh, who are called uncircumcision by that 
which is called circumcision in the flesh made by hands, that 
at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel; having no hope and without God in 
the world.” Then the Apostle goes on to state the uniting of 
the Jews and the Gentiles in the same dispensation of the gos- 
pel; which is the sentiment.set out with—the “ making of both 
one, by him who is our peace ;” “ having abolished in his flesh 
the enmity, even the law of commandments, contained in or- 
dinances ; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace. And that he might reconcile both unto God, in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby; and 
came and preached peace to you which were afar off and to 
them that were nigh.” The sacred penman winds up what is 
pertinent to the present purpose, with the following inference— 
“« Now therefore ye are_no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow-citizens with ths saints and of the household of God.” 

It would seem, that there is here drawn a marked distinction 
of character between the Gentiles and the Jews, before their 
respective reception of the gospel. The former were “ the 
children of wrath even as others :” not as all others, but as the 
Roman Gentiles, from among whom the epistle was written, 
These converts had been, collectively speaking, in the condi- 
tion described above. On the contrary, the converts from 
among the Jews had ‘een of “ the commonwealth of Israel ;” 
they had possessed “the covenants of promise ;” they had 
been provided with a ground of “ hope ;” and, considered 
as a people owned by God, they had been “ with him in the 
world :” their legal economy having directed their attention to 
a better, by which it was now to be superseded, after having 
answered all the purposes of a covenant state, so long as its 
obligation lasted. 

Besides such passages as the above, clearly marking the 
@istinction between the state of the Gentiles and that of the 










































tion 
3 of 
n of 
ying 
11, 
sed 
that 
that 
the 
1 in 
r of 
OS- 
oth 
esh 
or- 
SO 
in 
nd 
to 
is 


ut 
on 


1e 
ne 


1- 


amv oe & 35 








the Calvinists and the Arminians, @e. 399 


Jews; there are other passages in the writings of St. Paul, 
which cannot be understood, without a reference to the same 
distinction. The places hete meant, are such as speak of ex- 
treme dissoluteness of manners in professors of Christianity, 
before their conversion. One place will be sufficient for a spé- 
cimen; and it shall be Tit. iii. 3. “ For we ourselves also 
were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hat- 
ing one another.” low to show how far this is from being 
intended as a description of human nature, it will be sufficient 
to remark, that St. Paul never applies such language to the na- 
tural condition of the Jews. Else, what shall we make of that 
in which he says (Gal. ii. 15.) “* We who are Jews by nature 
(meaning natural condition) and not sinners of the Gentiles ?” 
Or of that in which he says (Acts xxiii. 1.) “ Men and brethren, 
I have lived in all good conscience before God, unto this day.” 
It is true, that in the Epistle to Titus, he speaks in the first 
person plural: but this is only another instance, in which he 
takes occasion to identify himself with the Gentile Christians, 
and to speak as if he were one of them. The truth is, the 
words in question were intended of a collective body ; and, in- 
dependently on being inapplicable to natural condition, strictly 
speaking, cannot be supposed to have applied to every indivi- 
dual in practice. The sense of them is sufficiently supported 
by the fact, that idolatry, with all its attendant licentiousness, 
had very much abounded among the converts from héathenism 
to Christianity. The same Apostle, indeed, in his epistle to 
the Romans, charges the Jewish community with the like cor- 
ruption in practice, as that of the heathen. Still, when we de- 
scend from the collective capacity to the individual, the Jew 
was distinguished from the heathen in this, that the former 
was owned of the visible Church and in coverant with the God 
of Israel. 

Without remarking the distinction here stated, there are 
many sayings in Scripture, which can never be made to agree 
with the general spirit and design of it. But let it be sup- 
posed, in respect to the Jews, that they were, as a people, ip 
covenant with God; every mdividual to be responsible for what 
he was, and for what he did, under the conditions of it; and 
then of the Gentiles, that they enjoyed no such benefit; and 
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that, collectively, they were in the practice of the afore-meu- 
tioned enormities in worship and in morals; and then the 
terms—*“ aliens”——“ children of wrath” and the like, may be 
seen intended to designate Gentiles, without danger of admi- 
nistering to the arrogancy of the Jews; who, as a nation, had 
little reason to boast of a dispensation, under which they were 
nationally guilty before God; and besides, the chief value of 
which consisted in its being as it were a school-master, to bring 
them at last to Christ; under whom the Gentiles were to be 
joined with them ; both constituting one body; in the new cre- 
ation of which, the former disparity should be abolished. 

In going on to the passages not connected with the stated 
peculiarities in the writings of St. Paul, the most prominent 
meeting our attention, is that of the same Apostle, in Rom. 
vii. 7. and the following. There having been much said on that 
passage in the first part of the present work; nothing further 
shall be said here, except to lament, that so many men, not only 
of intellectual abilities and accomplishments, but.as much alive 
as persons of any description to the perfection of evangelical 
morality, shoyld conceive of the passages as describing the in- 
ward cast of character, and the life, and conversation of a 
Christian, For an illustration of this remark, it may be worth 
while to refer any reader to what some eminent Calvinistic 
writer has said, when professedly pourtraying the Christian 
state. For instance, let there be taken professor Witsius: a 
man, who, so far as may be ascertained from his writings, 
seems to have possessed the Christian spirit in a very eminent 
degree. Let there then be read what this religious and virtu- 
ous man has written, under the heads of sanctification, cf con- 
servation and of glorification: And then let there be asked— 
Is all this in the character of that child of God, who may 
nevertheless be the person described in the 7th chapter to the 
Romans, as doing what he hates; as leaving undone what he 
approves; as brought under captivity to the law of sin ; and as 
crying out, under a sense of the misery of his condition, “* Oh . 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death{” It is not here, surely, that we can re- 
cognize “ the peace of God which passeth all understanding ;” 
the “* keeping of the body under and bringing it into subjec- 
tion ;” and “ the crucifying of the flesh with its affections and 
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justs;” elsewhere held up as descriptive of the Christiar state. 
No doubt, it was highly important to Calvinism, to press the 
passages in question into its service ; although the consequences 
of this would seem to be, that in respect to “ redeeming from 
all iniquity and purifying to himself a peculiar people zealous 
ef good works,” Christ has died in vain. 

Analogous to the passage which has been under considera- 
tion, and by a like mistake with that applied to the unregene- 
rate, is what we find in Gal. v. 17—“ The flesh lusteth against 
the spirit and the spirit against the flesh ; and these are con- 
trary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would.” Sometimes, a very slight alteration of language 
gives the opportunity of a very material alteration of sense : 
And this is observable here. The translating of “ wa ua woinre” 
by——“ so that ye cannot do” gives the appearance of an infer- 
ence drawn, applicable to Christians, from what had gone be- 
fore. Nothing can be further from the thing intended ; which 
must be obvious on the more exact translation—* that ye may 
not do.” The contrariety,just before afirmed is considered as 
tending to this effect ; instead of the Apostle’s being represented 
as establishing it by inference. But besides, the idea of the ap- 
plicability of the passage to the christian state is guarded against, 
both in the verse going before and in that following. “ This I 
say then (so begins the Apostle) walk in the spirit ; and ye shall 
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.” Then comes in the contrariety of 
principles in the passage under consideration. After which there 
follows—“ If ye be led by the spirit, ye are not under the law :” 
that is, under its condemning power. And then follows a black 
catalogue of the lusts of the flesh ; of which and the like “ I 
tell you (says the Apostle) as I have also told you in time past, 
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” This whole passage may be considered as an illustra- 
tion of that in the Romans; and the united force of both, is 
the giving of a view of contending principles in man, as he is by 
nature ; and the ascendancy of the one or the other of which 
constitutes his character. 

Another passage is in 1 Cor. 11. 14——“ The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the spirit of God.” Certainly not: 
but it is evident that “the ratural man” (Yuxines av6 perms) isa 
stusual person, or one under the dominion of his sensitive na- 
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ture. This man has no sensibility to the things of God: but 
what is such a sentiment to the purpose for which it is ad- 
duced? | | 

To the above passage and those like it, there has been thought 
a considerable resemblance in others, which suppose an inti- 
mate connection between sin and human nature, under the de- 
nomination of “ flesh.” The being “ born of the flesh” is put 
™ opposition to the being “ born of the spirit ;” and the being 
« carnal” is mentioned as the same with being “ sold under sin.” 
It cannot be denied, that the use of the words is often such as 
has been stated ; and that sinful practice is then the same as the 
being “sold under sin.” But is it not also occasionally used, 
in a sense less odious and even innocent? When our Saviour 
says (Matt. xxvi. 22.)— Except the Lord had shortened those 
days, no flesh should be saved ;” he adopts the word as de- 
scriptive of men in general. St. Paul, who, more than any 
other of the sacred writers, makes the word descriptive of mo- 
ral evil, yet says in 2 Cor. vii. 5.—“ When we were come into 
Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on 
every side.” And in his first epistle to the same people, he calls 
them “carnal” because of prevailing attachments of different 
persons to their respective favourite ministers. Now, although 
this merited apostolic censure and correction ; yet, being ad- 
dressed to them who were “ sanctified in Christ Jesus,” it must 
have been compatible with a measure of grace, determining the 
Christian character; although under manifest imperfection. 
Otherwise, the Apostle addresses them in terms not applica- 
ble to them. Bisides which, lamentable must be the condition’ 
of innumerable persons in every age, who have manifested the 
same weakness ; not without similar evidence of sincerity, al- 
though doubiless in alliance with great defalcation from what 
the spirit of their holy religion calls for. The expression of 
“ God’s being manifest in the flesh,” with other like sayings 
concerning our Lord, might have exempted the word from the 
charge of its denoting an assemblage of properties essentially 
corrupt. And indeed, if, under the great variety of meaning, 
making it necessary to attend to circumstances in each place, 
it often stands for sinful propensity, without attachment or al- 
loy ; this is a use naturally resulting from the evident fact, that 
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pally manifests its dominion : which very matter rather opposes 
than confirms the sentiment, -that our whole nature is radically 
sinful. 

Of the theory here objected to, there has, been supposed an 
indirect proof, in all the passages in which we are requested to 
be regenerated or renewed. But wiil there be no end of strain- 
ing metaphorical language, beyond its mtended application? If 
the analogy with creation and natural birth must be supported 
to the extent, there is here required nothing short of a repro- 
duction of human powers. But none suppose this. In Chris- 
tian renovation, the powers of man are conféssed to be what 
they were before ; with this difference in the application, that 
they are drawn off from evil and directed to the good. A meta- 
phor, like that applied to the renewing of the mind, is applied 
to new prospects relatively as well to body as mind, where it is 
said in 1 Pet. i. 2—“ Which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again to a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.” Here our whole nature is re- 
presented as anticipating a new birth, by restoration to a new 
life in heaven. Is this intended of a new production of bodily 
and of mental powers ? Such an extravagant supposition is not 
made by any. Similar to this new birth in heaven, is that of 
Christianity on earth ; in which the affections and the appetites 
remain substantially the same ; although the former are direct- 
ed to higher objects; and the latter are regulated, not by sen- 
sual gratification, but by Christian ends. In short, man, as born 
of Adam, has a mere animal life: but as born again in Christ, 
he has, under the operation of the Holy Spirit, a life of righ- 
teousness in the world ; and looks forward to a life of glory in 
the heavens: which is a representation of Christian renovation, 
not exacting the Calvinistic doctrine, concerning the natural 
state of man. 

There is a large class of texts, which is common to bring 
against such sentiments as those contained in the present trea- 
tise ; even all which represent salvation as not attainable, but 
through Christ and the merits of his death. For “ there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby they can 
be saved.” Acts vi, 12. ‘ He gave himself a ransom for all” 
(1.Tim, ii. 6.) and “he is a propitiation for our sins.” 1 Joha 
vi. 10. God ferbid that a word should be here said, to limit 
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the extent of the salutary truth, held out in these passages and 
in many more. The subject is to be considered, as it regards— 
ist, Adults; and then, infants. In relation to the former, it is 
here agreed and contended, that there is no man who has not 
“ fallen short of the glory of God ;” and therefore no man who 
has not need of pardoning mercy, to be extended through a Re- 
deemer. In relation to the latter, the subject concerns them, as, 
through Adam immortality has been lost to them; and they 
have inherited from him a diseased nature. Immortality can 
be regained by them only by Christ, who “ hath abolished 
death-and brought life and immortality to light.” Their nature 
is sanctified by the possession of grace bestowed in baptism : 
a grace which, if improved, is sufficient for the exigences of 
future life ; and therefore sufficient to prepare them for early 
death. Let it be remembered, that only the infants of Chris- 
tian parents are spoken of, because of their case only, the evan- 
gelical economy leads to the contemplation ; leaving us to judge 
of others, by the analogy of God’s moral government of the 
world; and under assurances clearly and often made, that of 
future condemnation there is no other ground, than of “ deeds 
done in the body.” 

The author is aware, that, on the present subject, there have 
been brought some considerations and some passages of Scrip- 
ture, which are left by him unnoticed. The reason is, that they 
are such as contemplate a theory, diverse from the present. The 
Socinian doctrine is here alluded to; which supposes that Adam 
would have died, had he not sinned; that his death has no 
effect on the condition of his posterity ; that there was no ori- 
ginal righteousness in Paradise ; and that there is no moral polu- 
tion inherent to man at present. These and the like opinions 
are not the sense of the author of this work ; and therefore he 
finds himself under no obligation of noticing objections, which 
have no bearing on the one; although applicable to the other. 
He cannot however leave this part of the subject, without no- 
ticing a distinguishing characteristic of the scriptures; and 
some express passages in them, which seem to him in hostility 
with a view of human nature exhibited by Calvinism. 

It is generally believed by Christians, that the church now 
on earth is the continuation of a body essentially the same, from 
the Premise of a Redeemer in paradise, to the consummation of 
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his work in the end of time. The sacrifices of Cain and Abel 
were seals of the covenant of grace begun: and if so, these 
sons of the first man must he considered as inheriting, by the 
right of birth, an interest in what the sacrifices prefigured; 
and a right to all its attendant privileges. When in conse- 
quence of the general prevalence of idolatry, it pleased God to 
set apart a family, that, among one people at least, there might 
be sustained the belief of the unity of God and the expectation 
of a Redeemer; and when, for the accomplishing of this, God 
condescended to enter into a covenant with that people in the 
person of their progenitor; it was declared to be with him and 
with his seed after him. And to show, that the benefits of 
the covenant were theirs from their birth; within a few days 
after it, they were to have the sign of the covenant in the flesh. 
In the subsequent covenant between God and his people by the 
ministry of Moses, none doubt, that there was an inherit- 
ance from infancy of the spiritual, as well as of the temporal 
promises attached to it. When this was superseded by a cove- 
nant founded on better promises ; the ordinance initiatory to it, 
in the “ circumcision made without hands,” because the right, 

as Christians in general in every age have held, not of believers 

only, but of their infant offspring ; agreeably to that saying in 

Acts ii. 39—** The promise is to you and to your children ard 

to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 

call.” Now that in this series of dispensations, originating in 
the beginning and to reach to the end of time, the favour of God 

should be declared and visible signs of it bestowed, at the early 
period when the subjects of them were in the state supposed by 

Calvinism of extreme pollution ; and with dispositions which, 

when they come to operate, must fix on what is unholy, mis- 

chievous and impure; and admit no natural restraint, except 

from principles resolving themselves into craft and selfishness ; 

is a species of economy, so utterly unworthy of the attributes of 

God, as that there would seem an impossibility of there being 
any evidence competent to the establishment of it. In regard to 

texts of Scripture, especially directed to the point, that human- 

ity, as coming into life, is not answerable co the picture drawn, 
it is not natural to expect any to the effect. There has been 

seen under another head, that Calvinistic divines have had 

occasion to vindicate the divine Being from the supposition, 
Vor. 7. . 58 
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that he could condemn an innocent creature to eternal tor- 
ments. They have however demonstrated their point by rea- 
son and by inferences from general declarations ; without being 
able to produce a single passage, in which the affirmation is 
directly and in precise or equivalent words contained. And 
yet, to the point in question, there are two express declarations 
of our Saviour, which apply to it directly, although made with 
other views ; and not tocontradict an opinion, of which there is 
no evidence of its being at that time entertained by any. One 
of these authorities is in Matt. xviii. 3—“ Except ye be convert- 
ed and become as little children, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” Now what was this conversion? 
Certainly it was from a corrupt state of mind, produced by an 
intercourse with the world ; and issuing in an inordinate desire 
of its seducing objects. If it had been true of “the little 
child” which our Saviour took, that his infant heart was at that 
moment the seat of passions essentially unholy and corrupt, 
there would seem a most manifest unsuitableness between the 
intended lesson, and the vehicle by which it came. And here, 
lest it should seem, from what our Saviour says in the 6th verse 
concerning offending one of the little ones who believed in 
him, that the child before spoken of was of years sufficiently 
advanced for the exercise of faith ; it may be proper to remark, 
that our Lord must be considered as identifying the said little 
child with believers of lowly condition in society; and that 
with this agrees the original word (xs«pe») which may denote 
persons of this description. The scope of the passage requires 
this construction: for our Lord, to reprove the aspiring 
thoughts of his disciples, had taken an infant strictly speaking, 
as the original word (xa:e1er) denotes: and yet with this it was 
a natural coincidence, to deliver a lesson against the contempt 
of inferiors, and of persons of ordinary estimation. The blessed 
speaker, however, still keeps the stage of infancy within his 
view: for when he goes on to the declaration—* I say unto 
you, that in heaven the angels do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven ;” it is of little consequence whether 
we interpret it of infants only, or of the little ones («:xpe) in ge- 
ral; since all so called are characterised from certain attributes 
of infancy. Some construe the text the last quoted, of the 
guardianship of angels ; and others, of glorified spirits of thos 
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int question. In either sense, the record is an honour done to 
infancy, which would hardly have been bestowed on it, if the 
idea of infancy, recognized by Calvinism, were correct. To 
little purpose it is sometimes remarked, that. mere negative 
virtue is the matter, for which infancy is held up by way of 
example, in the passage. If, as Calvin has been quoted, saying, 
they carry with them their damnation from their mother’s 
womb ; and if, as Calvinism uniformly declares, they are averse 
to all good and inclined to all evil ; they were not an emblem 
for the purpose. An infant hyena possesses as much negative 
harmlessness, as the human infant: and yet it would hardly 
have been thought in point, to have made the former the me- 
dium of the instruction. 

The other passage is in the 19th chapter, verse 14—*“ Suffer 
little children and forbid them not to come unto me; for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” In St. Mark x. 15, it is 
added—** Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he shall not enter therein.” The Christian Church 
in general considers the precept as a warrant for infant baptism. 
Why then should any part of that Church sever the precept 
from the reason given for it—that the kingdom of heaven is of 
such? meaning not surely in ignorance, but in innocency. And 
why should there be overlooked the remark in which the whole 
ends, that the kingdom of God must be received by others, in 
like manner as by them? meaning, doubtless, with their sin- 
cerity and want of guile. How low a representation of this 
transaction does it suppose, to say, that the infants spoken of 
are full of disposition to all mischief; and that the thing com- 
manded in them, is merely that they are not yet at a time of 
life, in which it breaks forth in action? | 

In addition to these express declarations of our Saviour, 
there is a remarkable passage in 1 Cor. xiv. 20——‘** In malice 
be ye children.” The word translated “ malice” (x«x:«) has a 
sense much more extensive than the English word, as in mo- 
dern use. It means evil disposition in the abstract. In regard 
to that, we are instructed to resemble children: them in whom, 
according to the Calvinistic theory; it the most essentially 
inheres. 

The verv passage, so much a favourite with Calvinism, which 
speaks of the “ hiding of the gospel from the wise and prudent 
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and the revealing of it to babes,” supposes somethnig opposed 
to mental depravity in infancy. And of other passages amount- 


ing to implication, many might be produced. 

Further, on any other supposition, there would seem no per- 
tinency in what our Saviour says (Matt. xxi. 16.) “ Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise.” 
These words, as they stand in the Psalm, if not to be construed 
strictly, imply, that even infants may acceptably express the 
praises of the Creator. As the same words are applied by Christ 
to children celebrating his entry into the temple, the argument 
is probably from a less to a greater; and signifies, that if infants, 
in a very strict meaning of the word, may take on their tongues 
songs of praise, more evidently so may the young persons 
spoken of in the passage. And yet even these would appear 
from the passage too young, for considerations necessary to 
produce the mystical conversion here in question. 

In addition, there is the very express text in 1 Cor. vii. 14 
—* Else were your children unclean, but now are they holy.” 
The word “ is #yie:;” and is commonly translated “ saints :” 
which shows, that the children of Christian parents have an 
hereditary right to the benefits of the Christian covenant ; the 
seal of which is baptism. 

(To be continued. ) 








For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Griginal Correspondence between some of the most eminent 
Clergy of the Church of England, and others, and the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Fohnson, first President of King’s (now Columbia ) 
College. The letters will be published in chronological order. 


[Continued from p. 317.} 
Bishop Gibson to Dr. Fohnson. 
Goon Sir, Fulham, Fuly 3, 1745. 


"THoucu your last letter is at London, and the bearer is 
pressed in point of time, I was not willing that he should ge 
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away without a line from mc; if it be only to acquaint you 
with what I know you will be greatly pleased, that some steps 
have been lately taken towards the sending one or more bishops 
to the plantations. The affair is suspended for the present by 
the King’s going to Hanover, but will probably be resumed at 
his return. I heartily wish it may succeed, as being proper on 
Many accounts, or rather necessary. But, notwithstanding 
that, I dare not be sanguine as to the event, considering through 
how many hands it must go, and those more conversant in mat- 
ters of State, than in the affairs of the Church; who may pro- 
bably revive the objections of its tending to an independence of 


‘the plantations upon England. This I endeavoured to answer 


at my first coming tothe see of London, in a large memorial, 
setting forth the advantages of placing one or more bishops in 
the plantations, and the means of maintaining them ; which, 
though it had not the desired effect then, may be of service at 
this time. I am, Sir, 
Your assured friend and brother, 
EDMUND. LONDON. 


P.S. Ihave found your letter here, but do not observe any 
thing in it that requires an answer. Mr. Lamson will acquaint 
you with particulars. 


——sED > aa 


Lieutenant Governor Colden to Dr. Fohnson. 


Rev. Sir, Coldenham, Fuly 12, 17465. 


Yours of the 26th of June gives hopes of so much infor- 
mation, that I wait for it with impatience, and beg you will for- 
ward it by Mr. Nicholls. It would give me the greatest plea- 
sure to have bishop Berkeley’s approbation of any thing that I 
have attempted, and therefore if you think it may deserve his 
notice, I shall be obliged to you by your sending it to him ; for 
I am persuaded that he has so general a benevolence and love 
to truth, that he will cheerfully direct to truth, where he sees 
that it is sincerely sought, though the person may have wan- 
dered far out of the way in the search. | 

If I find that my manner of writing is agreeable to you and 
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the other gentlemen you mention, perhaps I may submit te your 
examination, a much bolder attempt, even to go further than 


Sir Isaac has done in his Principia. * * » 
* * * * K * * 
I am, Sir, 


Your most humble servant, 
CADWALLADER COLDEN. 


D> @ aa 
- Lieutenant Governor Colden to Dr. Fohnson. 
Rev. Sir, Coldenham, April 12, 1746. 


‘TuHoucu I be now so long in answering your favour of 
October last, it is not from any want of esteem for your corres- 
pondence; but from the want of proper opportunities to write, 
and of a subject which I thought might be entertaining to you. 
{ am much obliged to you for the information you give me of 
the learned speculations of the gentleman you mention ; but of 
this, perhaps more some other time. I shallonly now say, that 
in all the cases which I have examined, and where I suspected 
Sir Isaac Newton to be mistaken, I found he had been exceed- 
ingly careful, and that the mistakes were all on my side, from 
my not understanding the subject ; and therefore you must allow 
me to suspect the like of that gentleman, where he differs from 
Sir Isaac on any point that he has positively determined. 

I have lately received, by Mr. Watkins, your printed letter 
on the sovereignty and promises of God. It is so much accord- 
ing to my manner of thinking, that I am surprised that any think- 
ing and good man should differ from you ; but more, that they 
should for that reason entertain harsh thoughts of you; and still 
more, that they dare to propagate these harsh thoughts among 
their neighbours. This gives me much reason to suspect 
their charity, (the grand characteristic of the Christian religion) 
if not their probity. Men without charity give ground to doubt 
of their being Christians, that is, to doubt their understanding 
the principles of the Christian religion; and without morality of 
their belief of any religion. From what I know of the princi- 
ples assiduously propagated in this part of the country, I think 
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your letter very seasonable ; and I wish people had more oppor- 
tunities of informing themselves on subjects of such like nature; 
and then artful men would not have it in their power to put 
such constructions on God’s revealed will, as sets it in opposi- 
tion to his will, declared in every man’s heart ; or which sets 
religion in opposition to reason and morality.* 

These principles are the invention and imposture of Popery, 
and can only be defended on Popish principles, (however averse 
some defenders of them may think themselves to it) and if 
these principles be allowed, they cannot defend themselves from 
Popery. The Papists must always have the advantage against 
men of such principles, in support of their most absurd doc- 
trines; and the defenders of these principles (without knowingit,) 
lead the people back as fast they can to Rome. It is for this 
reason that the Popish emissaries have directions to join with, 
and to promote all the enthusiastic sects and principles among 
the Protestants. ‘The truth of this has appeared from several 
remarkable and uncontested pieces of history. 

The difficulties which puzzle some, or most men in specula- 
tions on these subjects, arise from their not having proper no- 
tions and distinctions of the nature of things. Prescience, for 
example, in no manner operates as a cause in producing any 
effect. I may with great certainty foretel an eclipse ; and, it is 
possible, all the eclipses that shall happen to the end of the 
world ; yet it is very certain, that I inno manner concur in 
producing these events by my prescience of them, more than 
the most ignorant man in astronomy does. 

Another mistaken notion is, that we think liberty consists in 
an indifference in our choice or will to either side of the ques- 
tion ; to assent or to deny ; to act in one way, or in the contrary. 
Now, after I understand a proposition in Euclid, I cannot refuse 
my assent, and yet I give my assent with full liberty. Suppose 
a perfectly good man ; we may safely say he cannot doa wicked 
act, and yet he does good with great freedom. ‘This kind of 
liberty they suppose can only exist in imperfect beings, and 
arises from a defect or want of sufficient knowledge to de- 
termine the will. But truly speaking, every intelligent being 


* The opinions here meant, are anconditional election, and reprobation. 
Ed. 
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is truly free, however necessarily it acts, while it acts only from 
principles within itself, without compulsion from any efficient 
cause without it. If this be not admitted, God cannot be said 
to be a free agent, who necessarily acts for the best, is never 
misinformed or in doubt, and can never be undetermined. To 
understand my conceptions on this subject, it is necessary for 
me to tell you wherein I think the essential difference between 
a natural and intelligent being consists. 

All beings of which we have any conceptions, are agents or 
acting principles, (simple or compounded): for we have no ideas 
but of our own actions, and.of the things which strike our sen- 
ses: or, all ideas are the effects of some action in or on our 
minds ; otherwise an effect may be produced without a cause. 
These agents I suppose to be divided into two essentially differ- 
ent kinds of beings. The one material, whose mode and degree 
of action is determined by the efficient causes or agents surround- 
ing it, without its perceiving any thing of them, or being con- 
scious of its own actions. Such is a clock which regularly di- 
vides time. The motions of its hands are determined by the 
weight hung to one of the wheels, by the shape and form of the 
wheels, &<c. that is, its actions are determined by efficient 
causes. 

The other kind of acting beings are intelligent beings, who 
are conscious of their own actions, and perceive the actions of 
all other beings which any way reach or affect them, and which 
alters and determines its own actions according to the percep- 
tions it has of its own, and of the other things which surround 
it, whose actions reach it ; and this always for some purpose 
or end, and therefore is of itself properly moved or determin- 
ed only by final causes. And this I take to be the essential 
difference between matter and spirit. That matter has, pro- 
perly speaking, action; but all its motions are passively regu- 
lated, and determined only by efficient causes ; but spirit or 
intelligent beings, which only can be efficient causes, as they 
always act from a principle of self exertion, and with concious 
design, being determined by final causes. This gives a real, 
positive, and essential difference : whereas, the definitions com- 
monly met with, consisting of negatives, are no definitions, or 
definitions of nothing. 

I am now printing something on the subject of material agents, 
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which I hope may be of use to enlarge our knowledge in natu- 
ral philosophy. I print only so many copies as may enable me 
to submit it to the examination of the learned: as soon as it 
shall be printed, it will kiss your hands for that purpose. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 


CADWALLADER COLDEN. 
—agD> *|> Ge 


Dr. Fohnson’s Answer. 
April 22. 


I AM very much obliged to you for yours of the 12th,—and. 
am exceeding glad that any thing I can write, should meet with 
the approbation of a gentleman of your penetration. You 
must at least be sensible, what a prodigious trial of patience it 
must be to one to be obliged to defend what is only the cause 
of common sense, against such amazing absurdities as are 
spread about among us, for the oracles of God. But, in truth, if 
it were possible, [ would rather believe there is no God, than 
to imagine him to be such a being as these teachers not only 
represent him, but insist he is; and you must believe so too 
upon the pain of damnation. You are very right in observing 
that Popery is at the bottom of these late mad proceedings. 
I verily believe, that the late emissaries, who have made such 
confusion among us, are dupes to the Papists, and, at the same 
time, not sensible that they are so; and indeed, if they can 
persuade mankind to believe in such a Deity as they describe, 
I should not wonder if they should induce them to believe 
transubstantiation. Indeed, I for my part, should wish, rather, 
if it were possible, to believe these doctrines, than their unnatural 
notions of the Deity.* Your notions of preserence and liberty 
are entirely agreeable to the apprehensions I have of those mat- 
ters ; nor could any thing have been expressed better ; nor can 
the greatest authority in the world induce me to think other- 
wise. You knew good Dr. Turner’s Works. He tukes for his 
motto, Wullius in verba, &c. It is a very good one.; and for the 


* The reader will recollect that the notions of the Deity here meant, are 
those which represent him as consigning some men to everlasting happiness, 
and others to everlasting misery, by an unconditional deeree. £d. 
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same reason,. though I have a profound veneration for Mr. 
Locke and Sir Isaac Newton, yet I will not be determined by 
their authority, nor by their reasons, any further than I can see 
for myscif. Iam not attached to Hutchinson. Sir [saac was 
doubtless very exact; but no wonder, if even he, in matters 
very abstruse, should sometimes be mistaken ; nor is it less to 
be wondered at, if this should be the case now with bishop 
Berkeley, though I cannot but think him one of the first men of 
thisage. * * * * 


———— ED -|- ae 
Lieutenant-Governor Colden to Dr. Fohnson. 


Rev. Sir, New-York, November 19, 1746. 


¥ OU oblige me much with the freedom with which you are 
pleased to correspond with me. The mathematical part of my 
essay you tell me is most out of your reach. I am the least con- 
cerned about that part. It is only wrote for those that are ver- 
sant in that kind of learning and in astronomy; for it would 
have made a large volume to have explained what I suppose to 
be known, as already sufficiently done by others. Notwith- 
standing that most of my correspondents wrote to me, of the 
difficulties they are under to conceive what I would be at, yet 
this must be either to the uncommonness and newness of the 
ideas, or my inability to explam my notions properly, or in 
both. For after reflecting again and again on the subject, and 
condemning every objection that has been made, I remain as 
fully persuaded of the truth of it, as of dav light, after the sur 
is up: and that itis more than ahypothesis. I am persuaded 
that whatever reception this piece may have in my life time, 
the doctrine I deliver will be believed when I shall be dead, and 
perhaps forgot. The whole difficulty is in this, whether there 
can be distinct species of matter; whether we can conceive 
matter without some property essential to it; whether we can 
conceive any propertv in matter without action; or, is not: 
every property the effect of some action; and whether contra- 
dictory properties or actions, or such as are negative to each 
other can subsist in the same species. 
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- I find that all are puzzled to conceive that resistance is re- 
ally an action in the resisting matter ; and yet it must certainly 
be so, or it can have no force : for I can have no conception of 
force without action, or of what some call a dead force ; that is, a 
force that can have no effect, for if it produce any effect, it must 


-do something, or it must have acted. The difficulty we have of 


conceiving action in resisting matter arises from this, that our 
common ideas of action included motion, and therefore ima- 
gine that some kind of motion must accompany every action. 
But as I observed in my ‘treatise, all allow that thinking is a 
kind of action, and yet nothing of motion is included in the 
conception we have of the action of thinking. I am persuaded 
the more you think, the more you will be persuaded that there 
are more than one kind of action in which motion cannot be 
conceived as any part of the action. 

Iam sorry to find by yours, that one of the fellows of your 
College is apprehe: sive of some tendency in my system 
towards atheism. This is a misfortune which has happened to 
all new discoveries in philosophy. So Copernicus, so Galilio, 
Descartes, Leibnek, &c. have all been branded. They must 
have very weak minds who think they can do service to reli- 
gion by aspersions of this kind on such like men. Men who 
have given any ground to be suspected of atheism, have at the 
same time given proof of their ignorance in natural philosophy. 
And I do not remember of any one man that has made any 
considerable discovery in natural philosophy, who has given 
any real ground to suspect him to be an enemy to true religion, 
but the contrary. 

I shall add something on this occasion, in defence of my sys- 
tem, that from it a certain proof may be given of the evidence 
of spirits, or immaterial beings. For as in the idea of all ma- 
terial beings, quantity or shape, or form is included, and their 
actions are all divisible into degrees or quantities of action; 
the being from whence thinking proceeds, cannot be material, 
because no kind of quantity enters our conception thereof, nei- 
ther can any kind of measure or division be applied to it, so 
much as in imagination. 

All allow that when God created matter, he gave it some 
essential property ; otherwise there can be no essential differ- 
ence between matter and spirit; and why may not I say in my 
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way of speaking, that God gave at the creation to different 
kinds of matter different and distinct kinds of action. As to 
my part, I can discover no kind of ill consequence in the one 
more than in the other. 

In answer to your demand of my opinion of Dr. Berkeley’s 
book, De Motu, I shall give it with the freedom requisite to 
philosophy. I think that the doctor has made the greatest col- 
lection in this, and his other performances, of indistinct and 
indigested conceptions from the writings of both the ancients 
and the moderns, that [ever met with in any one man’s per- 
formances—that he has the art of puzzling and confounding 
his readers in an elegant style, not common to such kind of wri- 
| ters ; and that he is as great an abuser of the use of words, as 
| any one of those he blames most for that fault. I hope you 
i will pardon me for writing so frecly of your fricnd, and of so 
| greata man. Ido it with the less concern, in hopes to pro- 
voke you to use the same freedom with me. Compliments 
| without sincerity spoil all philosophy. 
| I am so often interrupted at this time with business, and which 
| I wish 1 could avoid, that you must excuse the incoherence of 
this scrawl, and likewise that I say nothing on the subject of your 
treatise. I will do it when I can apply my thoughts to it in 
the manner you desire. I must still stay some days on busi- 
ness in this place, which deprives me of that pleasure. which. 
I had hoped to obtain in old age ; that is, free thoughts and 
conversation with my friends in philosophy. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 


| CADWALLADER COLDEN. 


Dr. Berriman to Dr. Fohnson. 
Dear Sir, 


] HAD the pleasure of yours by Mr. Sturges, and have the 
pleasure of congratulating you upon the success he has met 
with ; and particularly the dispatch of his affairs in such good 
time, as to give him the opportunity of returning early in a 
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man of war. God send hima safe and happy voyage, and 
prosper his labours in the good .work to which he now is, or 
shall hereafter be appointed. + 

I have, as yet, heard nothing of the arrival of the other gen- 
tlemen you spoke of; but shall hope, when they come, they 
will bring with them the tracts you have already published ; 
to which, [ shall now claim a right by your promise. Mr. 
Warburton is allowed to be a very able and learned man: hut 
I think the world has not received good satisfaction, con- 
cerning the soundness of his faith. He is certainly too full 
of himself, and has treated better men than himself in a very 
unworthy manner. I fear ambition has Ied him out of the 
way, and wish it has not tainted his integrity. He has not yet 
made good his argument for the Divine Legation of Moses. 
I believe he never can do it; and question very much whether 
the world will ever see the third part of the work, which was to 
establish his conclusion. He published a sermon or two, in the 
time of the late rebellion, which gave very just cause of great 
offence ; for which and some other faults, he has been deservedly 
lashed by Dr. Stebbing. Warburton has only replied in a tri- 
fling four-penny pamphlet; but never will be able to answer 
this excellent writer to the purpose, as long as he lives. 

Mr. Hutchinson I never saw in my life but once: he had 
rather the appearance of a ploughman than a philosopher. He 
was not bred to learning; but by the leisure he enjoyed, 
while he was steward to the Duke of Richmond, he found 
means to attain a good measure of knowledge in the Hebrew 
tongue ; upon which he became so conceited, that he thought 
no body knew any thing of the matter but himself, and those 
few who learned of him; and he became so sharp sighted 
as to see in the Old Testament the only true principles 
of philosophy, quite contrary to the Newtonian, &c. and 
clearer accounts of the Trinity, &c. than are to be found even 
in the New. I am, Sir, 

Very heartily yours, 
J. BERRIMAN. 
19th Fune, 1747. 
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[Bishop Warburton has exbressed the fallowine opinion of the 
two celebrated English divines, Bishop Tylor and Dr. 
Barrow. “ Taylor and Barrow are incomparably the great- 
est preachers and divines of their age. But my predilec- 
tion is for Taylor. He has all the abundance and solidity 
of the former, with a ray of lightening of his own, which 
if he did not derive it from Demosthenes and Tully, has 
at least as generous and noble an original.” We annex two 
extracts from one of the most eloquent sermons of each of 
these divines. Perhaps after the perusal, our readers may 
be disposed to wonder at Bishop Warhurton’s “ predilection 
Jer Taylor”—and still more, that he should characterize 
Taylor as “having a ray of lightening,” which he seems 
to insinuate Barrow does not possess. Taylor for the rich- 
ness of his imagination has been styled the Shakespeare of 
divines. Barrow is not infertor in this quality; and in 
strength and fire of imagination, we are inclined to think, 
zs superior. We insert these passages not merely as spe- 
cimens of eloquence; they are calculated to excite devo- 
tional sentiments suitable to the exalted events which the 


Church at this season commemorates. | 


The Nativity of Christ, glad Tidings of great Foy. From 
Barrow’s Sermons. 


Ir we survey all the principal causes of joy, and special exulta- 
tion, we shall find them all concurring in this event. 

Isa messenger of good news embraced with joy? Behold the 
great Evangelist is come, with his mouth full of news, most ad- 
mirable, most acceptable: He, who doth acquaint us, that 
God is well pleased, that man is restored, that the adversary is 
cast down, that paradise is set open, and immortality retrieved ; 
that truth and righteousness, peace and joy, salvation and hap- 
piness are descended, and come to dwell on earth; he of 
whom the prophet told, “ how beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace, that bringeth glad tidings of good, that publisheth salva- 
tion ; that saith unto Sion, Thy God reigneth ;” he who doth 
himself thus declare the drift and purpose of his message ; 
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“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken 
hearted; to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the 
prison to them that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, to comfort all that mourn.” 

Is the birth of a prince by honest subjects to be commemo- 
rated with joyous festivity? Behold a Prince born to al! the 
world! a Prince, undertaking to rule mankind with sweetest 
clemency, and exact justice; a Prince bringing with him all 
peace and prosperity ; ‘‘ in whose days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely ;” who shall protect us in assur- 
ed rest and safety ; shall secure us from all danger and mis- 
chief ; shall atchieve most gallant and glorious exploits in our 
behalf ; shall vanquish all the enemies of our welfare; shall 
rescue us from the worst slaveries and mischiefs; shall settle 
us in a most free and happy state: He “ who bringeth salva- 
tion from our enemies, and from the hands of all that hate us, 
that being delivered from the hands of our enemies, we might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him 
all the days of our live.” Now therefore it is seasonable to 
cry out, “ Alleluah, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, let 
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him.” 

May victory worthily beget exultation? See the invincible 
warrior doth issue forth into the field con.;uering and to con- 
quer : he that shall baffle and rifle the strong one, our formida- 
ble adversary ; that shall rout all the forces of hell. and triumph 
over the powers of darkness ; that shall utterly defeat sin, and 
slay death itself ; that shall subdue the world, and lay all things 
prostrate at his feet : behold the Captain of our salvation ; ar- 
rayed with glorious humility, and armed with a mighty patience. 
See, the great blow is struck, at which the infernal powers do 
stagger ; the devil’s pride and envy are abased, all the enemies 
are amazed, are daunted, are confounded at his presence ; 
they cannot stand, they break, they scatter, they flee before 
him. 

Is a proclamation of peace, after rueful wars, to be solemniz- 
ed with alacrity ? Behold then everlasting peace between hea- 
ven and earth, a general peace among men, a sound peace 
between each good man and himself are settled and published ; 
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the illustriotis herald, the noble hostage of them is arrived; the 
Prince of peace himself doth bring all peace unto us. 

Is satisfaction of desire and hope very pleasant? Behold the 
“desire of all nations, the expectation of Israel,” he for whom 
the whole creation groaned, is come. 
~ Ts recovery of liberty delectable to poor slaves and captives? 
Behold the Redeemer is come out of Sion; the precious ran- 
som, sufficient to purchase the freedom of many worlds, is laid 
down ; unblemished innocence, purity, and perfection appear- 
ing in htiman nature, have procured a releasement for us ; have 
unlocked the prison of sin detaining us; have knocked off the 
shatkles of guilt sorely pinching and galling our consciences ; 
have wrested us from the hands of those proud masters, who 
claimed a right, who exercised a most tyrannous power over us ; 
he is come, that “ proclaimeth liberty to the captives, and open- 
‘ing of the prison to them that are bound ;” the time is come of 
which the prophet foretold—* the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Sion with songs, and everlasting joy upon 
their heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladness ; and sorrow 
‘and sighing shall flee away. 

Is an overture of health acceptable to sick and langnishing 
persons? Behold the great physician, endued with admirable 
skill, and furnished with infallible remedies, is come, to cure 
tis of our maladies, and ease us of our pains; to bind up our 
‘wounds, and to pour in balm (the most sovereign balm of his 
own blood) into them ; to free us, not only from all mortiferous 
diseases, but from mortality itself: he, “ who was sent ‘to 
bind up and heal the broken hearted ; he, who himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses ; he, of .whom the prophet 
(in relation to corporeal, and much more to spiritual infirmities) 
did foretél ;~-“ God will come and save you ; then the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstop- 
ped ; then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb shall sing ;” he whose art ho disease can resist, 
who is able to cure our most desperate, our most inveterate 
‘distempers ; to heal the corruption and impotency of our na- 
ture, to void the ignorances and errors of our understanding, 
to correct the stupidity of our hearts, the perverseness of our 
wills, the disorder of our affections ; to mitigate our anguish of 
conscience, and cleanse our sores of guilt ; by various effica- 
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cious medicines, by the wholesome instructions of his doctrine, 
by the powerful mspirations of his grace, by the refreshing 
comforts of his spirit, by the salutary virtue of his merits and 
sufferings. 

Is mirth seasonable on this day of marriage? Behold the 
greatest wedding that ever was, is this day solemnized: heaven 
and earth are contracted ; divinity is espoused to humanity ; a 
sacred, and indissoluble knot is tied between God and man, 
“ the bridegroom is come forth out of his chamber” clad in his 
nuptial garment of flesh, and ready to wed the church his be- 
loved spouse; “let us therefore be glad and rejoice ; for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made her- 
self ready.” 

Is the access of a good friend to be received with cheerful 
gratulation? Behold the dearest and best friend of all mankind 
(most able, most willing, most ready to perform all good ofh- 
ces; to impart wholesome advice, needful aid, sweet con- 
verse, and seasonable consolation) is arrived to visit us, to so- 
journ with us, to dweil with us for ever. 

Is opportune relief grateful to persons in a forlorn condition, 
pinched with extreme want, or plunged in any hard distress ! 
Behold a merciful, a bountiful, a mighty Saviour and succourer, 
undertaking to comfort all that mourn ; inviting all such to re- 
ceive from him a plentiful supply for their needs, a comforta- 
ble ease in their pressures, a happy riddance from their calami- 
ties ; who crieth aloud, “ If one thirsteth, let him come to me 
and drink ; come to me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

Is the sun rising comfortable, after a tedious, darksome and 
cold night? See, “ the sun of righteousness is risen with healing 
in his wings,” dispensing all about his pleasant rays and kindly 
influences: “* The day spring from on high hath visited us ; 
diffusing an universal light upon the souls of men, whereby the 
night of ignorance is dispelled, the spectres of error are va- 
nished, the mists of doubts are scattered; whereby we clearly 
and assuredly discern all truths of importance to us, and worthy 
of our knowledge ; concerning the nature and attributes, the 
works and providence, the will and pleasure of God; concern- 
ing ourselves, our nature and original, our duty and interest, 
eur future state, and final doom: “ our light is come, and the 
VoL. 7. 55 
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glory of the Lord is risen upon us ; the light of the world, the 
true light, enlightening every man ;” by whose lustre “ all flesh 
may see the salvation of God, and which guideth our feet in 
the way of peace,” doth visibly shine forth upon us. ; 

Never indeed did heaven with so fair and serene a counte- 
nance smile upon earth, as then it did, when this bright morn- 
ing star did spring up above our horizon, bringing this goodly 
day ; and with it shedding life and cheer among us. 

From this auspicious day did commence the revocation of 
that fatal curse, by which we were expelled from paradise, ad- 
judged to death, and committed to hell; from thence we be- 
came reinstated in a condition of hope, and a fair capacity of 
happiness ; from thence is to be dated a return of joy into this 
region of disconsolateness. In this nativity mankind was born, 
or did revive from manifold deaths ; from a legal, a moral, a 
natural, an eternal death ; from lying dead in irreparable guilt, 
and under an insuperable power of sin ; from having our bo- 
dies irrecoverably dissolved by corruption, and our souls im- 
mersed into that second more ghastly death of perpetual incu- 
rable anguish. 

It is in effect, therefore, the birth-day of the world; the begin- 
ning of a new, better, eternal life to men (offered to all, and 
effectually bestowed on those who will embrace it) which we do 
now celebrate: all reason therefore we have to rejoice most 
heartily, and most abundantly ; as the goods thence accruing to 
us are in multitude innumerable, in quality inestimable, in du- 
ration immense ; so in some correspondence should our joy be 
very intense, very effuse, very stable; the contemplation of 
them should infuse somewhat of that unspeakable joy, whereof 
St. Peter speaketh ; we should be filled (according to St. Paul’s 
expression) “ with all joy and peace in believing them ;” “ we 
should hold fast (as the Apostle to the Hebrews adviseth) the 
confidence and rejoicing of hope,” grounded on them, “ firm 
to the end.” 

Having so many, so great causes of joy, are we not very stu- 
pid, are we not strangely cross and perverse if, we neglect so 
pleasant a duty 7 

To conclude: Of all the days that rise upon us, this un- 
doubtedly is the queen, crowned by God’s own hand with 
sovereign blessings ; God hath avowed it to be the day of his 
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peculiar making, and therefore of our special rejoicing ; for 
thus of old the inspired Psalmist did teach and exhort us-to keep 
Christmas, ‘* This is the day which the Lord hath made, let us 
rejoice and be glad therein. 
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Christ’s Advent to fudgment. From Bishop Taylor’s Sermons. 


Ir we consider the person of the Judge, we first perceive that 
he is interested in the injury of the crimes he is to sentence. 
Videbunt quem cructfixerunt; and they shall look on him whom 
they have pierced. It was for thy sins that the Judge did suffer 
unspeakable pains as were enough to reconcile all the world to 
God : the sum and spirit of which pains could not be better un- 
derstood than by the consequence of his own words, Jy God ! 
my God ! why hast thou forsaken me? meaning that he felt such 


-horrible, pure, unmingled sorrows, that although his human na- 


ture was personally united to the Godhead, yet at that instant he 
felt no comfortable emanations by sensible perception from the 
divinity ; but he was so drenched in sorrow, that the Godhead 
seemed to have forsaken him. Beyond this nothing can be 
added: but then, that thou hast for thy own particular made 
all this in vain and ineffective, that Christ thy Lord and Judge 
should be tormented for nothing, that thou wouldst not accept 
felicity and pardon when he purchased them at so dear a price, 
must needs be an infinite condemnation to such persons. How 
shalt thou look upon him that fainted and died for love of thee, 
and thou didst scorn his miraculous mercies? How shall we 
dare to behold that holy face that brought salvation to us, and 
we turned away and fell in love with death, and kissed deformity 
andsins? And yet in the beholding that face consists much of 
the glories of eternity. All the pains and passions, the sorrows 
and the groans, the humility and poverty, the labours and the 
watchings, the prayers and the sermons, the miracles and the 
prophecies, the whip and the nails, the death and the burial, the 
shame and the smart, the cross and the grave of Fesus shall be 
laid upon thy score, if thou hast refused the mercies and design 
of all their holy ends and purposes. And if we remember what 
a calamity that was which broke the Jewish nation in pieces, 
when Christ came to judge them for their murdering him whe 
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was their king and the prince of life ; and consider, that this was 
but a dark image of the terrors of the day of judgment ; we may 
then apprehend, that there is some strange unspeakable evilthat 
attends them that are guilty of this death and of so much evil 
to their Lord. Now it is certain, if thou wilt not be saved by 
his death, thou art guilty of his death: if thou wilt not suffer 
him to save thee, thou art guilty of destroying him; and then let 
it be considered, what is to be expected from that Judge before 
whom you stand as his murderer and betrayer. But this is but 
half of that consideration. 

Christ may be crucified again,and upon a new account put te an 
open shame, For after that Christ had done all this by the direct 
actions of his priestly office of sacrificing himself for us, he hath 
also done very many things for us, which are also the fruits of his 
first love and prosecutions of our redemption. I will not in- 
stance in the strange arts of mercy that our Lord uses to bring 
us to live holy lives ; but I consider that things are so ordered, 
and so great a value set upon our souls since they are images of 
God and redeemed by the blood of the holy Lamb, that the sal- 
vation of our souls is reckoned as a part of Christ’s reward, a 
part of the glorification of his humanity. Every sinner that re- 
pents causes joy to Christ, and the joy is so great that it runs 
over and wets the fair brows and beauteous locks of cherubims 
and seraphims, and all the angels have a part of that banquet ; 
then it is that our blessed Lord feels the fruits of his holy death, 
the acceptation of his holy sacrifice, the graciousness of his per- 
son, the return of his prayers. For all that Christ did or suf- 
fered, and all that he now does as a priest in Heaven, is to glorify 
his Father by bringing souls to God: for this it was that he was 
born and died, and that he descended from Heaven to earth, 
from life to death, from the cross to the grave ; this was the pur- 
pose of his resurrection and ascension, of the end and design of 
all the miracles and graces of God manifested to all the world by 
him. And now what man is so vile, such a malicious fool, that 
will refuse to bring joy to his Lord by doing himself the greatest 

din the world? They who refuse to do this, are said to cru- 
cify the Lord of life again, and put him to an open shame : that 
is, they, as much as in them lies, bring Christ from his glorious 
joys to the labours of his life, and the shame of his death; they 
adyance his enemies, and refuse to advance the kingdom of their 
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Lord; they put themselves in that state in which they were when 
Christ came to die for them; and now that he is in a state that 
he may rejoice over them, (for he hath done all his share to- 
wards it,) every wicked man takes his head from the bles- 
sing, and rather chooses that.the devil should rejoice in his de- 
struction, than that his Lord should triumph in his felicity. 
And now upon the supposition of these premises we may im- 
agine, that it will be an infinite amazement to meet the Lord to 
be our Judge, whose person we have murdered, whose honour 
we have disparaged, whose purposes we have destroyed, whose 
joys we have lessened, whose passion we have’ made ineffectual, 
and whose love we have trampled under our profane and impious 
feet. 

But there is yet a third part of this consideration. As it 
will be injuired at the day of judgment concerning the disho- 
nours to the person of Christ, so also concerning the profession 
and institution of Christ, and concerning his poor members ; 
for by these also we make sad reflections upon our Lord. Every 
man that lives wickedly, disgraces the religion and institu- 
tionof Jesus; he discourages strangers from entering into it, he 
weakens the hands of them that are in already, and makes that 
the adversaries speak reproachfully of the name of Christ: but 
although it is certain our Lord and Judge will deeply resent all 
these things, yet there is one thing which he takes more ten- 
derly, and that is, the uncharitableness of men towards his poor ; 
it shall then be upbraided to them by the Judge, that himself 
was hungry, and they refused to give meat to him that gave 
them his body and heart-blood to feed them and quench their 
thirst ; that they denied a robe to cover his nakedness, and yet 
he would have clothed their souls with the robe of his righteous- 
ness, lest their souls should be found naked in the day of the 
Lord’s visitation; and all this unkindness is nothing but that 
evil men were uncharitable to their brethren; they would not 
feed the hungry, nor give drink to the thirsty, nor clothe the 
naked, nor relieve their brother’s needs, nor forgive his fol- 
lies, nor cover their shame, nor turn their eyes from de- 
lighting in their affronts and evil accidents; this is it which 
our Lord will take so tenderly, that his brethren for whom 
he died, who sucked the paps of his mother, that fed on 
his body and are nourished with his blood, whom he hath 
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lodged in his heart and entertains in his bosom, the part- 
ners of his spirit and co-heirs of his mbheritance, that these 
should be denied relief and suffered to go away ashamed and 
unpitied; tais our blessed Lord will take so ill, that all those who 
are guilty of this unkindness have no reason to expect the favour 
of the court. 

To this if we add the almightiness of the Judge, his infinite 
wisdom and knowledge of all causes, and all persons and all cir- 
cumstances, thathe is infinitely just, inflexibly angry, and impartial 
in his sentence, there can be nothing added either to the greatness 
or the requisites of a terrible and an almighty Judge. For who 
can resist him who is almighty? Who can evade his scrutiny that 
knows allthings? Who can hope for pity of him that is inflexible ? 
Who can think to be exempted when the Judge is righteous and 
impartial? But in all these annexes of the great Judge, that which 
I shall now remark, is that indeed which hath terror in it, and 
that is the severity of our Lord. 





—_———_-—-— 











[We postpone some original articles, and extend somewhat the li- 
mits of this number, in order to publish the following sermon. 
We thus promptly insert it, on account of its pious and 
eloquent spirit, and also from lively sympathy with our vene- 
rable and highly respected brother in the melancholy occa- 
sion which produced it. It was preached on a communion Sun- 
day,a few days after the funeral of Mrs. Wilkins, who de- 
parted this life October 31, 1810, at West-Chester, in the 64th 
year of her age. | 


A Sermon by the Rev. lsaac Wilkins, Rector of the Churches of 
East and West-Chester, State of New-York. 


And holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 
Heb. xii. 12. 


IT isaserious and alarming truth, that the spirit of Christianity 
is nearly extinct in the generality of its professors ; and the love 
and spirit of the world almost universally predominate in them. 
A moment’s reflection upon what we see every where passing 
around, must convince us that it isso. Is it not necessary then, 
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that we should pause a little, and reflect what must be the con- 
sequente to each and every one of us who are of that deluded 
and unthmking number? 

This world and all that is in it is rapidly passing away. Ina 
few years, perhaps in a few days, and God knows, in a few hours, 
it may be nothing to us. Every tie between it and us may be 
broken; every project, every hope at an end, and the whole vi- 
sionary scene closed upon us for ever! 

If we are then unprepared, if we are unqualified for the 
world to come, what must be our situation? If we have ne- 
glected, and have made no provision of spiritual things, how 
will we appear in a spiritual state? If we have laboured only 
for temporal riches, to what a wretched state of poverty and 
destitution must we be reduced in an eternal world ? 

If we have polluted ourselves with the impurities of the flesh ; 
#f we have defiled our souls and bodies with the spots and stains 
of a corrupt and wicked world, how will we appear before a 
just and holy God, who is of purer eyes than to behold uti- 
quity, and in whose sight the Heavens are not clean? 

If, Christians, you will not wash and be clean in that holy 
fountain which is provided for you by the infinite mercy of our 
Redeemer, but with hardened and unpenitent hearts, brave the 
justice of the Almighty, and presumptuously rush into the pre- 
sence of acrucified Lord with all your sins and iniquities upon 
you, what hope have you? If in this life, in this your state of 
trial and probation, you have forgotten God your Creator—if 
you have neglected and despised the mercies of your Redeemer; 
if you have trampled his blood under foot—if you have re- 
sisted the influences and operations of the Holy Spirit—if you 
have been ashamed of the name of Christ, and have given up 
your hearts and minds, and souls and bodies, as is but too fre- 
quently the case, to this world and to the prince of it, what 
can be looked for, but justice and judgment, and fiery indigna- 
tion in the life to come? 

In a state of danger, nothing is more fatal than an imaginary 
security. We stand, my brethren, though we perceive it not, 
every moment upon the brink of the grave, upon the verge of 
everlasting destruction. Death and hell are ready to devour us, 
and we can be saved only by the mercy of God. 

That mercy is held gut to us in his Son, and there is.no other 
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name given under heaven, by which we can be saved. He is 
ali merciful—he is all powerful—he is indeed mighty to save. 
Why then will you perish? Oh, thou redeemed of Christ, to 
whom life, and glory, and immortality are offered—for whom 
they have been purchased by his blood, why wiit thou perish 
for ever? 

My fellow Christians, what more can be done for us than has 
been done ; and what, I beseech you, is demanded of us? In 
return for all this mercy, for this unmerited, this boundless and 
overflowing love, what does our Creator, our Redeemer, our 
God require of us, but to endeavour to conform ourselves to 
his image, to imitate his perfections, that we may be enabled to 
partake of his glory and of his felicity? 

To be like God, to be conformed and renewed to his image, 
we must be made holy, for God is an holy God. Without ho- 
liness, we can never see him; without holiness, we can never en- 
joy the light of his countenance ; but must be thrust out from 
his presence, never to behold his face in glory ; and being thus 
separated from him, who is the only source of light and life and 
joy, darkness and misery and despair must be our portion for 
ever. 

But how, it will be asked, can we, wretched and sinful mor- 
tals, be made like God? How can we be conformed to his im- 
age, and become holy like him? Christ has given you an 
answer, “ Follow me, do whatsoever I have commanded you.” 

God hath revealed and shown himself to us in his Son, our 
holy and blessed Redeemer. He is now our Lord and Master; 
and as he is the propitiation for our sins, he is also our pattern 
and example—him we must follow. 

Having full faith and trust and confidence in him, and in his 
promises, repr ting truly of all our sins past, confessing our 
own unworthiness, and in a firm purpose of obedience and con- 
formity to all his precepts, institutions, and means of sanctifica- 
tion and holiness, we must follow him, step by step, and think 
nothing done whilst any thing remains undone ; endeavouring, 
like him to fulfil all righteousness, and to perfect holiness in the 
fear of God. This is our knowledge and wisdom; and it is suffi- 
cient for us, my fellow Christians. More knowledge and wis- 
dom are unnecessary at present, or they would not have been 
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Gur great business here is to perform the part assigned to 
us by our Lord and Master: that is now the whole of our 
duty; and in a faithful endeavour to perform that duty, by 
following him, we shall be washed and purified from all pollu- 
tion and iniquity by his blood. His righteousness will be made 
our righteousness, and his spirit will sanctify and seal us for the 
day of redemption. 

The scriptures of God inform us, that man was created in 
the image of God, pure, spotless and holy, but free to stand 
or fall. His title to eternal life and immortality was founded 
upon obedience ; disobedience was death. We know and feel 
the consequence. 

But, blessed be God, blessed be our Redeemer! we have not 
been left helpless and forlorn. Our Almighty Father, know- 
ing of what we are made, atid pitying the’frailty and infir- 
mity of our fallen nature, hath provided ample means for our 
restoration, and the renewal in us, of that image of himself, 
which we had lost by our disobedience and fall from him. 

The Son of God himself hath taken our nature upon him, and 
in that nature fulfilled our righteousness ; and paid the penalty 
due to our transgressions, by suffering for us, and in our stead. 
By taking our nature upon him, he hath united us to him- 
self; and through that union, hath restored us to the grace and 
favour of God, whom we are now empowered with him, to call 
our Father. And as a father pitieth his own children, so his 
eyes look upon us in mercy ; the arms of his paternal love are 
stretched out towards us; he sees us afar off, and calls us to 
himéelf ; he assures us that our sins are forgiven, that our par- 
don is sealed, if we will but return to him; he knows the 
weight and heaviness of our burden, and compassionates the 
wretchedness of our cohdition; and his fatherly cry to us is, 
** Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy. laden, and I 
willrefresh you—I will give you rest.” 

Encompassed as we are with flesh and blood, and subject to 
all the pains and sorrows, diseases and death of this our mortal 
state ; tossed about as we ate by the dark and uncertain waves 
of this tempestuous and wicked world, he hath provided an 
ark for our salvation, against which the gates of hell shall not 
prevail, and in which he hath prepared a balm for every sorrow, 
a cure tor every disease, security from every danger, and a pre- 
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tection from every foe, till we arrive at that land of everlasting: 
rest, which he hath prepared for an inheritance to all that love 
him. 

Thus called upon by our heavenly Father, and having this 
ark provided for our salvation, by our merciful Redeemer, shall 
we not obey the call? Shall we not enter in? And having entered 
in, shall we not avail ourselves of the infinite benefits and bless- 
ings treasured for us there ? 

_ I trust and hope that all who now hear me have im faith obey- 
ed the call, and been admitted into this ark, this sanctuary of 
the Lord ; or, in other words, have complied with the holy 
institution of our Redeemer ; have been baptized in his name, 
and made members of his church and kingdom. If there are 
any who have not, let me entreat them in the meekest spirit of 
Christian charity, to consider well what is their real and true 
condition. Let them remember, that Christ hath said, “Who- 
soever believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;” and let them 
reflect that the promise is made upon those conditions only. 

By baptism, according to the institution of our Redeemer, we _ 
are washed from the impurities of our former sins ; we are re- 
generated and born to a new life, we are placed in a new and 
holy state, we are made holy members of his holy Church; 
and being sanctified by his holy Spirit, which we are assured 
will ever accompany every due compliance with his institutions, 
we are united to him, and made the temples of the Holy 
Ghost. The preservation of that purity and the perfecting of 
holiness, henceforward becomes the indispensable duty of 
every Christian, and should be the great end, and aim, and ob- 
ject of his life. For this, we must all strive earnestly, anxi- 
ously, and unremittingly, until we are called to glory. 

Surrounded with enemies within and without, encompassed 
on every side by the most dangerous impurities, and exposed 
to all the corrupt and contaminating influence of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, we have need of the whole armour of God, 
and we must put it on; we must neglect nothing which our 
Lord and Master has commanded and judged necessary for 
us, lest our self-conceit and presumption prove our ruin, Yet 
after all, my brethren, we shall sin daily ; every hour will 
bring its pollution with it; and we shall have need of daily 
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‘purification, as we have need of daily bread, or we cannot have 
life eternal, we cannot be holy. 

But how shall we obtain that purification? Verily indeed, 
and effectually by the blood of Christ ; by a due application to 
ourselves, of his great and all meritorious sacrifice for the sins 
of the world ; by a constant, faithful and worthy participation of 
his body and blood, as he hath ordained and commanded, in 
his holy supper. 

The sins committed, and the impurities contracted after the 
instituting and purifying sacrament of baptism, can only thus 
be done away. It is at this fountain, issuing from the wounded 
side of our crucified Redeemer—of our bleeding Lord and 
Master, and provided by the God of love and mercy, we 
Must wash away our guilt. It is from this fountain, with 
faith, with humility, with sincere and unfeigned repentance, 
with full purpose of obedience, in love and charity, with prayer 
and supplication, with praise and thanksgiving, we must look 
up towards our inheritance in heaven—-to the great and holy 
God our Father—to our holy and blessed Redeemer, who sit- 
teth at his right hand in the Holy of Holies, pleading the me- 
rits of his blood, and making intercession for us. 

This, my beloved brethren, is Christianity; and in this way 
only, can Christian holiness be obtained. And it merits your 
most serious, most solemn, and most dispassionate consideration. 
“It is not every one,” says our Lord and Master, “ that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, that shall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in hea- 
ven ;” and this is the will of God. Christ is “ the way, and the 
truth, and the life ;” and we must follow him, or we shall miss 
our way; we must follow him, or we shall fall into the most 
fatal errors; we must follow him, or we shall fail of life eternal. 
We must endeavour to become holy as he is holy, pure as he 
is pure, and perfect as he is perfect ; and by the means which 
he hath appointed and ordained, and there is no other way. 
This is truth, and this is /ife. “We have been called out of the 
world into his church: out of the world, because it is a wicked 
and polluted world; into his church, because it is holy—be- 
cause we are designed to be made holy, and because the means 
of holiness are there. He hath made it one; he hath constitut- 
etl it his body, that his Holy Spirit might animate it; that love 
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tection from every foe, till we arrive at that land of everlasting. 
rest, which he hath prepared for an inheritance to all that love 
him. 

Thus called upon by our heavenly Father, and having this 
ark provided for our salvation, by our merciful Redeemer, shall 
we not obey the call? Shall we not enter in? And having entered 
in, shall we not avail ourselves of the infinite benefits and bless- 
ings treasured for us there ? 

_ I trust and hope that all who now hear me have in faith obey- 
ed the call, and been admitted into this ark, this sanctuary of 
the Lord ; or, in other words, have complied with the holy 
institution of our Redeemer ; have been baptized in his name, 
and made members of his church and kingdom. If there are 
any who have not, let me entreat them in the mecekest spirit of 
Christian charity, to consider well what is their real and true 
condition. Let them remember, that Christ hath said, “ Who- 
soever believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;” and let them 
reflect that the promise is made upon those conditions only. 

By baptism, according to the institution of our Redeemer, we _ 
are washed from the impurities of our former sins ; we are re- 
generated and born toa new life, we are placed in a new and 
holy state, we are made holy members of his holy Church; 
and being sanctified by his holy Spirit, which we are assured 
will ever accompany every due compliance with his institutions, 
we are united to him, and made the temples of the Holy 
Ghost. The preservation of that purity and the perfecting of 
holiness, henceforward becomes the indispensable duty of 
every Christian, and should be the great end, and aim, and ob- 
ject of his life. For this, we must all strive earnestly, anxi- 
ously, and unremittingly, until we are called to glory. 

Surrounded with enemies within and without, encompassed 
on every side by the most dangerous impurities, and exposed 
to all the corrupt and contaminating influence of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, we have need of the whole armour of God, 
and we must put it on; we must neglect nothing which our 
Lord and Master has commanded and judged necessary for 
us, lest our self-conceit and presumption prove our ruin. Yet 
after all, my brethren, we shall sin daily ; every hour will 
bring its pollution with it; and we shall have need of daily 
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‘purification, as we have need of daily bread, or we cannot have 
life eternal, we cannot be holy. 

But how shall we obtain that purification? Verily indeed, 
and effectually by the blood of Christ ; by a due application to 
ourselves, of his great and all meritorious sacrifice for the sins 
of the world ; by a constant, faithful and worthy participation of 
his body and blood, as he hath ordained and commanded, i in 
his holy supper. 

The sins committed, and the impurities contracted after the 
instituting and aritiyiees sacrament of baptism, can only thus 
be done away. It is at this fountain, issuing from the wounded 
side of our crucified Redeemer—of our bleeding Lord and 
Master, and provided by the God of love and mercy, we 
Must wash away our guilt. It is from this fountain, with 
faith, with humility, with sincere and unfeigned repentance, 
with full purpose of obedience, in love and charity, with prayer 
and supplication, with praise and thanksgiving, we must look 
up towards our inheritance in heaven—to the great and holy 
God our Father—to our holy and blessed Redeemer, who sit- 
teth at his right hand in the Holy of Holies, pleading the me- 
rits of his blood, and making intercession for us. 

This, my beloved brethren, is Christianity; and in this way 
only, can Christian holiness be obtained. And it merits your 
most serious, most solemn, and most dispassionate consideration. 
*‘ It is not every one,” says our Lord and Master, * that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, that shall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in hea- 
ven ;” and this is the will of God. Christ is “ the way, and the 
truth, and the life ;” and we must follow him, or we shall miss 
our way ; we must follow him, or we shall fall into the most 
fatal errovs ; we must follow him, or we shall fail of life eternal. 
We must endeavour to become holy as he is holy, pureas he 
is pure, and perfect as he is perfect ; and by the means which 
he hath appointed and ordained, and there is no other way. 
This is truth, and this is fe. We have been called out of the 
world into his church: out of the world, because it is a wicked 
and polluted world; into his church, because it is holy—be- 
cause we are designed to be made holy, and because the means 
of holiness are there. He hath made it one; he hath constitut- 
etl it his body, that his Holy Spirit might animate it; that love 
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tection from every foe, till we arrive at that land of everlasting: 
rest, which he hath prepared for an inheritance to all that love 
him. 

Thus called upon by our heavenly Father, and having this 
ark provided for our salvation, by our merciful Redeemer, shall 
we not obey the call? Shall we not enter in? And having entered 
in, shall we not avail ourselves of the infinite benefits and bless- 
ings treasured for us there ? 

_I trust and hope that all who now hear me have in faith obey- 
ed the call, and been admitted into this ark, this sanctuary of 
the Lord ; or, in other words, have complied with the holy 
institution of our Redeemer ; have been baptized in his name, 
and made members of his church and kingdom. If there are 
any who have not, let me entreat them in the meekest spirit of 
Christian charity, to consider well what is their real and true 
condition. Let them remember, that Christ hath said, “Who- 
soever believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;” and let them 
reflect that the promise is made upon those conditions only. 

By baptism, according to the institution of our Redeemer, we 
are washed from the impurities of our former sins ; we are re- 
generated and born to a new life, we are placed in a new and 
holy state, we are made holy members of his holy Church; 
and being sanctified by his holy Spirit, which we are assured 
will ever accompany every due compliance with his institutions, 
we are united to him, and made the tempies of the Holy 
Ghost. The preservation of that purity and the perfecting of 
holiness, henceforward becomes the indispensable duty of 
every Christian, and should be the great end, and aim, and ob- 
ject of his life. For this, we must all strive earnestly, anxi- 
ously, and unremittingly, until we are called to glory. 

Surrounded with enemies within and without, encompassed 
on every side by the most dangerous impurities, and exposed 
to all the corrupt and contaminating influence of the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, we have need of the whole armour of God, 
and we must put it on; we must neglect nothing which our 

Lord and Master has commanded and judged necessary fur 
us, lest our self-conceit and presumption prove our ruin, Yet 
after all, my brethren, we shall sin daily ; every hour will 
bring its pollution with it; and we shall have need of daily 
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‘purification, as we have need of daily bread, or we cannot have 
life eternal, we cannot be holy. 

But how shall we obtain that purification? Verily indeed, 
and effectually by the blood of Christ ; by a due application to 
ourselves, of his great and all meritorious sacrifice for the sins 
of the world ; by a constant, faithful and worthy participation of 
his body and blood, as he hath ordained and commanded, i in 
his holy supper. 

The sins committed, and the impurities contracted after the 
instituting and purifying sacrament of baptism, can only thus 
be done away. It is at this fountain, issuing from the wounded 
side of our crucified Redeemer—of our bleeding Lord and 
Master, and provided by the God of leve and mercy, we 
Must wash away our guilt. It is from this fountain, with 
faith, with humility, with sincere and unfeigned repentance, 
with full purpose of obedience, in love and charity, with prayer 
and supplication, with praise and thanksgiving, we must look 
up towards our inheritance in heaven—-to the great and holy 
God our Father—to our holy and blessed Redeemer, who sit- 
teth at his right hand in the Ho/y of Holes, pleading the me- 
rits of his blood, and making intercession for us. 

This, my beloved brethren, is Christianity; and in this way 
only, can Christian holiness be obtained. And it merits your 
most serious, most solemn, and most dispassionate consideration. 
‘It is not every one,” says our Lord and Master, * that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, that shall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in hea- 
ven ;” and this is the will of God. Christ is “ the way, and the 
truth, and the life ;” and we must follow him, or we shall miss 
our way; we must follow him, or we shall fall into the most 
fatal errors ; we must follow him, or we shall fail of life eternal. 
We must endeavour to become holy as he is holy, pure as he 
is pure, and perfect as he is perfect ; and by the means which 
he hath appointed and ordained, and there is no other way. 
This is truth, and this is fe. ‘We have been called out of the 
world into his church: out of the world, because it is a wicked 
and polluted world; into his church, because it is holy—be- 
cause we are designed to be made holy, and because the means 
of holiness are there. He hath made it one ; he hath constitut- 
etl it his body, that his Holy Spirit might animate it; that love 
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and peace, and unity and charity may dwell there ; and that we 
may be prepared for the love and pgace, and unity and charity, 
which is in heaven. 

He hath appointed his ministers, and invested them with his au- 
thority, that order and unity might be preserved, that his gospel 
might be duly and authoritatively preached, and his sacraments 
rightly and effectually administered ; that the prayers of his 
saints might be presented by them, and the assurances of pardon 
given in his name to all repenting sinners. He hath appointed 
his sacraments, as fountains for sin and for uncleanness, and as 
seuls and assurances of redemption, sanctification and salvation. 
By being baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, we have the sacred name of God (if I 
may be permitted the expression) written upon our souls; we 
are marked as his children, and consecrated to his service and 
to his glory; we belong to ourselves, and to the world no longer, 

By partaking of the sacrament of his supper, we eat the bread 
of life and drink the cup of salvation. We feast upo: that sacrifice 
that cleanses from sin, and nourishes us to immortality; and it 
is by the bands of his appointed and authorized ministers only 
that these benefits can be conveyed to us: for by whom else 
can they be conveyed? It is therefore in the church of Christ 
alone that you can attain to Christian holiness, and by the 
means which God hath appointed there. 

The Holy Spirit is the gift of God to his church, and when 
in obedience to him we use the means of sanctification which 
he hath ordained, the Holy Spirit will ever accompany them 
and render them effectual, _God’s word is life. He created the 
world, and all that is in it, by his word; he said, Let there be 
light, and there was light, And shall not the Holy Spirit sanc- 
tify the repenting sinner? Shall not the means which he hath 
appointed, give grace, and life, and immortality? To doubt of 
this, is want of faith both in the power and wisdom of God, 
And to refuse to do what he hath commanded, is want of obe- 
dience: and how, without this /fazth and this obedience, can we 
attain to Christian holiness ? 

Think of these things, I beseech you, my Christian brethren, 
and remember how short the time is—how uncertain the hour 
when the state of probation shall cease, In the midst of life 
we are in death ; every step we take leads us inevitably nearer 
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to the grave ; every breath we breathe, brings us on to the last 
gasp of expiring nature, and to the awful judgment-seat of a 
pure and holy God! 

Let the sudden and unexpected death of a dear departed 
saint, bring these solemn truths impressively to your hearts. 


- When we were last assembled in this house of God, she was 


present with us; in faith, and hope, and charity, worshipping 


God, and looking up to her crucified Redeemer; at whose 


table she was ever, from her youth, a constant, faithful, and 
humble attendant. She is now, [ trust, with him; she is, I 
trust, with an assured belicf. in the paradise of God, waiting in 
joyful hope for the resurrection of the body, to be perfected in 
bliss, and to shine for ever with the saints in glory. 

To many of you, she was intimately known from her youth ; 
by all of you, she was esteemed and beloved. She had not, I 
hope and believe, one enemy ; for she ever looked around with 
universal kindness and benevolence ; with an hand not always 
able, but with an heart constantly panting to do good. 

Her piety was animated and sincere ; but without ostentation; 
and ever attended with a cheerfulness of temper and alacrity of 
spirit, which never forsook her in the most trying situations of 
human vicissitude, 

Her God, her Redeemer, and his kingdom, were constantly 
predominant in her thoughts, raising the warm affections of her 
heart far above the pomps and vanities of the world, and urg- 
ing her strong and ever active mind, to an unremitting exertion 
in the fulfilment of every duty. 

Conscious of inward rectitude, her manner was dignified ; 
but easy and perfectly unassuming ; with a look that invited con- 
fidence, and assured to every one kindness, friendliness, and 
sincerity. 

Satisfied with all the dispensations of Providence—submit- 
ting herself in every thing to the will of God, and trusting in 
her Redeemer—she indeed lived, she endeavoured to live, 
the life of a Christian ; and her end was peace.* 

Near half a century we have lived together m the purest and 
tenderest affection, By her death, one of the strongest ties 


* She died apparently in full health, without a pain, a struggle, or a groan ; 
and with a blessing on her lipe—God bless you all! were the last words she ut- 
tered, and expired. 
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that bound me to this world is broken. But every tie, my be~ 
loved flock, is not dissolved ; my heart still beats for you. I 
hope and trust I shall meet her again, to separate no more ; 
but I yet wish to live, if God pleases, a little while, that I may 
redeem the time too carelessly and unprofitably spent ; that I 
may be enabled, before I go hence, more worthily to perform 
the work assigned me by my Lord and Master; that I may 
more zealously endeavour to advance his church and king- 
dom, and more effectually promote your and my own salvation. 

Believe me sincere, my brethren in Christ, when I declare - 
to you in the presence of God, that one of the warmest wishes 
of my heart is to do you good, and my most ardent prayer, 
that ye may all be saved. 

Suffer me then, in this hour of sorrow, when the hand of 
God is pressing upon me; When my heart is melting in piety 
and resignation, to entreat you to accept of the love and mercy 
of God, to look up with faith to your Redeemer; and with 
penitent hearts, and full purpose of obedience, to turn to that 
fountain which he has opened for sin and for uncleanness, that 
ye may be qualified for the presence of God, and for admission 
into his everlasting kingdom. 

Behold the body and blood of Christ, which was given for 
you: look to that table with awe——with reverence and grati- 
tude; eat of that bread, and drink of that cup, which he hath 
sanctified, as the bread of life and cup of salvation for you ; 
that your sins may be forgiven, your iniquities remembered ne 
more, and that vou may have life eternal through him. 

There is a glorious inheritance, my fellow Christians, pre- 
pared for you in the kingdom of our Father. There is a trea- 
sure beyond all price, laid up for you there, that should make 
every thing in this world appear lighter than vanity. Why 
will you give up this, your eternal birthright, for a mess of pot- 
tage? Why will you dwell in the valley and shadow of death, 
when a glorious resurrection to light, and life, and immortality 
is before you? 

Be assured, that sin unrepented of, and not washed away by 
the blood of Christ, must remain with you, and exclude you 
from the presence of God. Be assured, for it is the word of 
truth, that “* without holiness no man shall see the Lord,” or be 
admitted to the light of his countenance, where alone is the 
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fulness. of joy. And be ye certain, also, that you can attam to 
Christian holiness only by the means which God hath appoint- 
ed; and that those means are to be found, assuredly, only in his 
church. 

Having by faith and baptism been admitted into his church, 
you must strive earnestly and unremittingly to conform your 
lives to the rules of his gospel; you must eschew evil; you 
must forsake sin; you must labour to abound in every good 
work, and to adorn yourselves with every Christian grace and 
virtue; that ye may be perfect both in the love of God and 
man, remembering always, that God is love, and that we can- 
not be conformed to his image, unless our hearts be filled, and 
warmed, and animated with that divine affection. 

We are united, Christians, under one head, who is Christ 
the Lord ; and we are one body in unity and communion with 
him ; and to continue in this unity and communion with him, 
and with each other, and to be filled with the same spirit, we 
mast feast at his table, and partake of his sacrifice, in faith, in 
hope, in love, in peace, in unity and charity. So shall our sins 
be forgiven ; so shall his righteousness be made our righteous- 
ness ; so shall we be sanctified and made holy, both in body and 
soul ; so shall we be prepared for a glorious resurrection from 
the grave, for an eternal inheritance in heaven, and for the 
presence of God, our Father, in his everlasting kingdom. 


= 
_ 











Extract from a Review of Dr. Hobart’s Sermon, preached at 
the Consecration of Trinity Church, Newark, in the Chris- 
tian’s Magazine, edited by Drs. Mason and Romeyne. Vol. 
lil. p. 635. 


“ Then comes the liturgy. Five mass books, viz. The 
Romish Missals of Sarun}York, Hereford, Bangor and Lin- 
eoln are the sources from which it was collected by Cranmer, 
and a few others, and presented to the king.”——“ If we are not 
mistaken, Dr. H. will find the best authority for the liturgy of 


his Church, not in the Bible, but in the statutes of the a udor.” 


[On the above we make no comments. We only invite at- 


tention to the following remarks, They are extracted from the 
preface to a Commentary on the Bible, by the Rey. Adam 
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Clarke, LL. D. now republishing in New-York. In the Ame- 
rican prospectus of this work, Dr. Clarke receives the follow- 
ing character: The distinguished piety, the great talents, 
and the comprehensive ‘information of Dr. Clarke have been 
long known and esteemed by a very large circle of evangelical 
and learned men on this, as well as om the other side of the 
Atlantic. His Bibliographical Dictionary will for ever remain 
a monument of his vast and varied acquisitions in literaiure, 
and of his unremitted industry. His whole life, as a minister 
of the gospel, has been one uninterrupted series of efforts to 
promote the cause of pure religion and of sound Jearning.”— 
In perusing these extracts we desire our readers to recollect, 
that Dr. Clarke is not a clergyman of the Church of England. 
He is a dissenting minister in that country, we believe of the 
denomination styled Methodists. | 
Dr. A. Clarke’s Remarks on the Liturgy. 

“ While on this part of the subject, 1t may not be unaccept- 
able to the reader to hear how the present liturgy was com- 
piled ; and who the persons were to, whom this work was as= 
sipned : a work almost universally esteemed by the devout and 
pious of every denomination, and the greatest effort of the Re- 
Sormation next to the translation of the scriptures into the 
English langaage PR ORR ORS BERS 
This i$ short history of a work which all who are acquainted 
with it deem stperzor to every thing of the kind produced either 
by ancient or modern times. 

“ It would be disingenuous not to acknowledge that the chief 
of those prayers were in use in the Roman Catholic Church, from 
which the Church of England is reformed; and it would betray 
a want of acquaintance with ecclesiastical antiquity to suppose 
that those prayers ang services originated in that Church, as 
several of them were in use from the first ages of Ghristia- 
nity, and many of the best of them, before the name of Pope 
or Popery was known in the earth.” Gen. Pref. to Clarke’s 
Com. p. 22, 23. | 
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Pag@233, line 3 from bottom, for “ obligations” read oblige'* one 
260, line 16, for“ these” read those. 
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